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There have long been people who want to play 
down the threat of the rise of fascism. First they 
said it was a European problem, then it was a 
northern England problem, but finally, after 
last month’s local elections in which the British 
National Party won a further 32 new council 
seats, political pundits must surely be forced to 
accept that fascism is an English disease as 
much as it is a problem anywhere else. 

Across the country the BNP. steadily 
increased its percentage of the vote bringing its 
total number of councillors to 52 on 18 
councils. In a number of places where it didn’t 
get a councillor elected it came very close. 
There are also numerous places where anti- 
racists mobilised the anti-fascist vote and the 
extra few hundred votes ensured the fascists 
were not elected. 

Of course it is the London Borough of 
Barking and Dagenham, where the BNP 
averaged over 40% of the votes, that hit the 
headlines and is the enemy’s greatest success. 
Eleven new BNP councillors were elected to 
that council (expected to be 12 when an 
administrative error is rectified). 

It has been said many times over the last 
month that the BNP vote is in large part a 
protest vote against a deeply unpopular Labour 
government that is disliked for a plethora of 
reasons, from its gung-ho support for war in 
Iraq to the current wave of revelations about 
senior politicians’ private lives. And while the 
Labour Party certainly deserves to take its share 
of the blame, if there is blaming to be done 
there are others that must take a share too. 
For if it is true that a protest vote was a 
significant factor, one has to ask why that vote 
didnt go to the Conservatives or Liberal 
Democrats or even smaller parties? Certainly, 
one reason is that all the main parties struggle 
to get activists out at election time, let alone 
throughout the whole year. Another reason is 
that people see little difference between the 
political parties. Finding the answer to this will 
go a long way to beating the BNP in future 
elections. 

Once again we have to thank the hundreds of 
anti-fascists across the country who distributed 
Searchlight tabloid newspapers, postcards and 
leaflets in the recent period. The hardcore anti- 
fascist campaigners can only do so much in an 
election period and realistically can only sway 
the results by a small margin. The onus now is 
on the political parties to show by their deeds 
that they are more relevant to the British public 
than the bigots of the BNP. It really shouldn't 
be that difficult. ~ 
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Comment 


The British National 
Party is breaking into 
the political 
mainstream. Without 
major and fundamental 
action from the political 
parties, including a 
change in public policy, 
it will become a 
permanent fixture on 
the British political 
landscape. Nick Lowles 
reports on the 2006 
local election campaign. 


2006 local 
elections analysis 


he British National Party was 
one of the major winners in the 
2006 local elections. With 32 
new councillors elected and one 
re-elected, added to the 15 they already 
have, plus four parish or town 
councillors, the BNP emerged from the 
elections with 52 representatives on 18 
councils. In electoral terms it is 
England’s fifth largest political party. 

Since the election its ranks have been 
boosted by the defection from the 
Conservative Party of a member of 
South Holland District Council in 
Lincolnshire, and rumours are rife that 
another former Conservative is about to 
make the switch in Sandwell. 

Across the country the BNP has seen 
an approximately 3% increase compared 
to 2003 and 2004 in its overall share of 
the vote in the wards it contested. 
[See table 1] 

More worrying, the BNP has broken 
out of its West Yorkshire and East 
Lancashire strongholds, performing 
strongly across the West Midlands, 
London and Essex. Even in Sussex, 
Hampshire and Wiltshire, the racist 
party polled over 15% of the vote in 
several wards and averaged over 14% 
in the South East overall. [See table 2] 

The picture is even more alarming 
when the BNP vote is analysed by local 
authority. In 13 authorities, where the 
BNP fielded five or more candidates, 
the party won over 20% of the vote in 
the wards it contested. In Barking and 
Dagenham, the BNP polled an average 
of 40.3% (including the corrected 
Eastbury result) of the vote in the seven 
wards where it stood. In Sandwell, 
where the BNP put up nine candidates, 
the party averaged 33.0% of the vote. 
[See table 3] 

It used to be argued that the BNP 
only stood in areas where it knew it 
would poll well and so one could not 
read too much into the results. This is 
no longer the case. This year the BNP 
stood full slates in three local 
authorities, Birmingham, Kirklees and 
Sunderland. It averaged 11.3%, 18.4% 
and 15.0% respectively. When one 
considers that about 30% of the 
Birmingham electorate is minority 
ethnic then the 11% becomes closer to 
15% of the white vote. 
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TABLE 2: Average BNP vote in 
each region 
(no of candidates in brackets) 
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BNP campaign 

While the BNP campaign was patchy, 
it is slowly but surely becoming more 
sophisticated. There were far more 
reports of canvassing this year 
compared to previous campaigns and 
several local groups adopted the 
personalised street letter first seen 
in the Amber Valley by-election in 
February. 

In Calderdale, a glossy colour leaflet 
contained endorsements from local 
people and in Burnley the BNP even 
distributed a locally produced DVD. 

However, in other areas there was 
little sign of any BNP campaign yet 
that did not seem to prevent people 
from turning out in substantial 
numbers to vote BNP on polling day. 


London breakthrough 

The headline of election night was of 
course in Barking and Dagenham, 
where the BNP gained 11 council 
seats, with one more likely after a 
mistake was made reading out the 
results of Eastbury ward. What is 
even more remarkable is that these 
12 victories came from only 13 
candidates. 

It must be pointed out that only four 
Conservatives and four Liberal 
Democrats, out of a possible 21, stood 
in the seven wards that the BNP 
contested. 

The BNP averaged 40.3% of the vote 
in the six undisputed wards and 39.2% 
if Eastbury is included. Labour 


averaged 34.0% of the vote, compared 
to the 61.7% it polled in the same wards 
in 2002. 

In the neighbouring boroughs of 
Redbridge and Havering the BNP had 
one candidate elected in each, topping 
the polls in their respective wards. 

There were other substantial gains in 
Stoke-on-Trent, Epping and Sandwell, 
where the BNP gained three new 
councillors in each district, and 
Burnley and Kirklees, where it gained 
two in each. In Bradford, Leeds, 
Pendle, Solihull and Redditch the 
party gained one councillor and an 
existing councillor was re-elected 
in Calderdale. 

However, while the BNP expanded 
its electoral base, it still suffered several 
disappointing results. Across West 
Yorkshire the BNP achieved below 
expectations and was left with a 
reduced number of councillors in 
Calderdale and Bradford. 

In the North West the BNP’s decline 
has continued, with Oldham heading 
the failure list. Indeed, the BNP came 
nowhere close to winning in the region, 
finishing a poor third in all the wards it 
contested. The BNP drew another 
blank in Blackburn despite a strong 
average vote, while its vote dropped in 
key wards in Wigan and its poor form 
continued across Merseyside. 

The North East was another poor 
region for the party, with fewer 
candidates and a similar average vote 
compared to 2004. 






TABLE 3: Average vote by local authority (wards contested) 


2006 


Barking & Dagenham 39.2% (7) 
Sandwell 33.0% (9) 
Burnley 30.0% (7) 
Stoke-on-Trent 29.8% (8) 
Pendle 27.6% (6) 
Thurrock 26.7% (7) 


Dudley 26.5% 
Bradford 25.9% 


Calderdale 24.9% (7) 
Blackburn 248% (7) 
Tameside 224% (5) 
Walsall 20.8% (7) 
Oldham 20.1% (5) 
‘Wakefield 18.8% (12) 
Basildon 18.7% (5) 
Kirklees 18.4% (23) 
Leeds 17.0% (23) 
Barnsley ieee 2 
Sunderland _—s_sw 150% (25) 
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NZ 
25.7% 
36.4% 
28.0% 
20.3% 
28.1% 
27.6% 
23.8% 
22.1% 
20.5% 
16.5% 
16.4% 
18.6% 
16.0% 
21.8% 
18.6% 
12.2% 
10.0% 
15.1% 
































Fanning the flames 

The explosion in support for the 
BNP followed unprecedented media 
coverage initiated by Margaret Hodge 
MP's foolish remarks about 80% BNP 
support in her Barking constituency. 
Quite where she got these figures from 
and what possessed her to say this 
publicly is unknown, as it certainly did 
not tally with what her own 
constituency party was finding on 
the doorsteps. 

“The BNP was not even registering 
as an issue on the doorstep,” Village 
ward candidate Lee Waker told 
Searchlight. Indeed, the small group of 
BNP activists were struggling to get any 
literature out until Hodge’s unhelpful 
comments galvanised their campaign. 

Her comments were incendiary and 
until the debacle over the release of 
foreign criminals, the fallout 
dominated the media for almost two 
weeks. Her comments were followed by 
the release of the Democratic Audit 
report into potential BNP support, 
which found that as many as 20% 
would consider voting for the BNP. 
(The media did not mention anywhere 
the report’s conclusion that the 
BNP was still Britain’s most disliked 
political party.) 

The BNP was riding high and a few 
days later on the back of this huge 
publicity an opinion poll put its support 
at 7%. This was followed by a YouGov 
poll for Sky News which claimed that 
58% of Britons agreed with BNP policy 
statements, a figure that fell only slightly 
when the respondents were told that 
these policies belonged to the BNP. 

The BNP crowed about representing 
the “silent majority” while journalists 
used the results to justify the need to 
write and broadcast ever more lurid 
stories about the growth in BNP 
support, much of it largely uncritical. 

One journalist even admitted to 
Searchlight that the BNP “brightened 
up an otherwise dull election 
campaign’. It did not help that Barking 
and Dagenham was on the doorstep for 
the London press rather in some 
remote northern hinterland. 

More significantly, the BNP was 
portrayed as a legitimate protest 
party with little regard to its 
policies or underlying ideology. 

The worst culprit was the 
BBC, which at times appeared 
more like BNP TV. The 
Sunday lunchtime Politics 
Show was little more than a 
party political broadcast for 
the racist party, with its 
reporter happily following 
BNP candidate Richard 


Margaret Hodge 








Barnbrook around for much of a day 
without so much as a critical question. 

There was even less political balance 
in a BBC News feature by Gavin 
Hewitt shortly before polling day. 
Visiting the Dagenham Working Men's 
Club, he interviewed a succession of 
local drinkers who claimed that they 
were going to vote for the BNP. 
That the club was not in an area where 
people could vote for the BNP did not 
appear to register with the BBC. 
Nor, for that matter, was there any 
balance when the BBC broadcast an 
interview with Barnbrook but not with 
candidates from any other political party. 

Bizarrely, it was not until several days 
after the election that a radio journalist 
decided to question Barnbrook on his 
nonsense “Africans for Essex” lie that he 
had been peddling and on his own 
fraudulent candidature. (Searchlight 
reported last month that Barnbrook 
gave a derelict flat in Barking as his 
address while he in fact lives in 
southeast London.) 

Not all the media were quite so 
malleable. The Evening Standards 
Andrew Gilligan wrote a series of 
articles exposing BNP malpractice 
during the campaign, The Independent 
revealed the BNP lies and The Sun ran 
a number of hard-hitting spreads on 
BNP extremism. 


A national phenomenon 

The media focus on Barking and 
Dagenham should not detract from the 
general swing towards the BNP in 
many areas of the country. It is clear, if 
it really needed confirming, that the 
BNP is a national phenomenon. While 
there are regions such as the North East 
and the North West where the BNP is 
not doing as well as expected, this 
is more to do with internal problems, 
poor organisation and leadership 
than because of radically different 
circumstances. 

And while as with any other political 
party there are areas of the country 
where the BNP will perform badly, 
there appears to be no _ regional 
boundary to their success. “The BNP 
are a protest vote in a few pockets of the 
country,” announced the Labour MP 
Andy Burnham during the election 
campaign, an opinion shared by many 
of his party hierarchy. This view is not 
only incorrect but one that has 
dangerous consequences. Believing the 
BNP is an isolated problem is to deny 
the need for any national solution and 
to ignore national or even regional 
public policy issues. 

Likewise to put down the BNP 
success merely to Hodge’s ill-conceived 
comments is equally simplistic and 
wrong. The BNP threat has not fallen 





TABLE 4 - How the 2006 vote compares to 2004 
~ Has the BNP vote actually gone up? One way to dete 
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“North East (38) 
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East Midlands (1) 
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TABLE 5 - Which parties are feeling the pinch 


Wards won by the BNP 
Next 50 best results 


out of the sky in some meteoric burst 
but has been rising steadily since 2001. 
The surprise and shock that 
accompanied the opinion poll that 
put the BNP on 7% was not matched 
at Searchlight. The BNP had after 
all polled 4.9% in the 2004 European 
election, and that was alongside 
a _ United Kingdom 
Independence Party vote of 
16%. The recent media 
coverage of the BNP was 
undoubtedly going to 
increase popular support for 
the party but more than 
anything BNP supporters 
were now confident and 
open about their support. 

Above all else, the media 
coverage gave the BNP a 
certain respectability and 
removed the stigma that 
was once attached to the 
fascist party. 

The fact remains that the 
causes of the growing BNP 
support have existed for 
some time and remain 
largely not tackled by the 


mainstream parties. 
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The BNP is Labour’s 
problem 

It is the Labour Party that 
should be most worried 
about the BNP. While the 
racists were able to take 
seats and votes from all the 
political parties and none, 
their support was strongest 
in traditional Labour areas. 
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councillors elected, 28 seats were either 
won from Labour or in places where 
Labour is the main challenger. Of the 
BNP’s next 50 strongest performances, 
Labour won 36. [See table 5] 

This confirms a trend seen in recent 


elections. In last year’s general election, 
the BNP saved its deposit in 34 
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constituencies. Labour held all but one 
of these and that one was a Labour loss 
to the Liberal Democrats. 

It also backs up research conducted 
by the Democratic Audit and funded by 
the Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust, 
which found that most BNP supporters 
were skilled or semi-skilled workers. 
Its recently published report found that 
72.7% of BNP voters were found in 
social groups C2, D and E — exactly the 
constituency that would normally align 
itself to Labour. 

The report also found BNP support 
highest in areas where there was low 
educational attainment, again these are 
areas more likely to be Labour-voting. 

This should send alarm bells ringing 
at Labour Party headquarters but 
certainly before the local elections there 
had been no research into the BNP 
threat to Labour on a national level. 
This is, as Dagenham MP Jon Cruddas 
repeatedly points out, due in part to the 
voting system which means that all 
the major political parties concentrate 
their resources and interests on a few 
thousand potential swing voters in a 
minority of seats. 

As these results show, unless the 
Labour Party begins to address 
the BNP issue — not only how to 
fight the fascists more effectively but 
why people are turning to them — 
Labour could be in real trouble. 
The BNP appears able to pick up 
votes in Labour areas throughout the 
country even where there is little or no 
BNP campaign. 


Holding the line 

The election results could have been a 
great deal worse. If the BNP had stood 
a full slate in Barking and Dagenham 
the party would now be running the 
council. If the BNP had fielded more 
candidates across the country it would 
certainly have more councillors and 
there would be many more marginal 
seats to contest next year. 

As it was there were 11 seats where 
the BNP candidate lost by fewer than 
80 votes. There are 25 council wards, in 
addition to those that the BNP won, 
which would fall to the BNP on a swing 
of less than 2.7%. 

A local authority breakdown provides 


even more chilling reading. With just a 
1% swing to the BNP there would have 
been two more councillors in Burnley 
and Stoke-on-Irent, and one each in 
Bradford and Dudley. A 3% swing 
would have seen seven more BNP 
councillors in Bradford, four more in 
Burnley, three in Dudley and two 
in Stoke-on-Trent. 

That the BNP came so close but failed 
in so many wards is partly testament to 
the strong anti-BNP campaign waged in 
precisely these key wards. In addition to 
16 editions of a tabloid newspaper, all 
customised to address local issues in each 
area, Searchlight also established a 
telephone canvassing operation that 
identified anti-BNP voters. Through a 
series of direct mail letters and follow-up 
phone calls, enough anti-BNP voters 
were mobilised in a few key seats to 
make all the difference. 

In addition, we identified BME 
voters in many of our key wards, 
contacted them directly with tailored 
material, and in Bradford, actually 
visited them. 

In eight of the 11 wards where the 
BNP lost by fewer than 100 votes 
the Searchlight targeted vote campaign 
was in operation. In ten of the 11, 
the Searchlight tabloid newspaper 
was delivered. 

Searchlight was active in 20 of the 25 
wards where the BNP just missed out. 

Local anti-BNP groups weighed in 
with their own additional literature, 
trade unions wrote to their members and 
Unison rang them up and encouraged 
them to vote against the BNP. 

While this proved insufficient in the 
wards where the BNP won, it does 
show that a targeted and sophisticated 
strategy can be effective. 


Tough times ahead 
The battle against the BNP is only 
going to get harder. The BNP has a new 
confidence and respectability, and the 
huge media coverage coupled with 
dozens of new councillors will result in 
an increase in membership and activity. 
This in turn will lead to new areas of 
activity and more candidates in existing 
strongholds. 

It is also clear that there is a limit to 
anti-fascist campaigning. However 


sophisticated our campaigning becomes 
we are merely fire-fighting and each 
year, as the number of threats multiply, 
this becomes harder. 

Yes, next year we will expand our 
operation and increase the number of 
wards covered by telephone canvassing 
and direct mail, but the real answer will 
remain political. It is the political 
parties who must provide an answer and 
alternative to the BNP, particularly the 
Labour Party. 

At a local level, political parties need 
to be more responsive and active. 
Nationally, the Government must start 
to address the underlying issues that are 
generating the BNP’ support. 

The BNP vote is a mixture of protest 
and racism. While some people will 
never be dissuaded from supporting the 
BNP, others can be. Issues around 
housing, immigration, scarcity of 
resources for local public services and 
regeneration need to be reconsidered. 

Most importantly, the issue of 
migrant workers needs to be addressed 
urgently. A flexible labour market might 
prove attractive to business and fill a 
skills shortage in certain areas but when 
it is being exploited by employers to cut 
wages and increase profits at the 
expense of the existing workforce, then 
there is a major problem. 

It was interesting to note that in 
Stoke-on-Trent, where the BNP has 
long made the threat of Islam its key 
campaigning issue, it was the presence 
of Polish migrant workers that 
dominated the election campaign. 

For Stoke-on-Trent, read the rest of 
the country. 

As Searchlight has repeatedly said, 
the issue of migrant workers is far more 
incendiary than that of asylum seekers. 
Asylum seekers are seen by some as 
“scroungers” exploiting an over-tolerant 
society. Migrant workers, abused as they 
are now by some employers, are a threat 
to people’s livelihoods. That’s cash in 
the pocket and food for the family. 

The fight against the BNP will 
continue and anti-fascists can once 
again take credit for preventing more 
substantial BNP gains. However, for us 
to be successful again in the future there 
also needs to be a political response to 
the BNP. ~= 





w 
) 
=< 
© 
Ye 
e 
, 
— § 





WORLD CUP 2006 starting soon. 
For the anti-fascist view, go to 
www.searchlightmagazine.com. 





Demography, race and class 
New Labour and the BNP 


Barking & Dagenham has recently become synonymous with the British National Party. 

The borough has hardly been out of the news. For two weeks before the local elections the 
media were crawling over the area writing articles foreboding BNP support. 

When this became a reality on 4 May the media were back in town, this time reflecting on the 
political earthquake that was largely of their own making. Jon Cruddas MP and Nick Lowles 
argue that only a readjustment in public policy can defeat the BNP. 


t would be easy to believe that the 

BNP gains in Barking & 

Dagenham simply dropped out of 

the sky: an overnight success that 
took everyone by surprise. This view is 
not only factually incorrect but leaves a 
dangerous gap in understanding why 
the BNP gained such support. 

The BNP polled 4.9% across London 
in the Assembly elections in 2004, but 
in Barking & Dagenham it took 14.8%. 
Adding the UKIP’s 18% pushes 
the right-wing vote to above 33%. 
In several wards, including all those 
where the BNP gained councillors this 
year, the combined BNP UKIP vote in 
2004 was over 40%. 

A few months after the London 
Assembly election, the BNP won a 
Barking & Dagenham council by- 
election with over 52% of the vote. 
The party had averaged 35% in five 
council by-elections over the previous 
two years. At the general election the 
BNP collected 4,916 votes — 17.0% — in 
the Barking constituency; in Dagenham 
the figure was 2,870 votes — 9.3%. 

This year’s BNP performance is 
significant not least because over the 
past few years there has been a 
sustained campaign against the BNP on 
the ground. At local level a new popular 
front politics has been forged through 
anti-fascist groups and churches, local 
union branches and voluntary and 
political groups coming together to 
combat the BNP. 

Indeed election day saw a massive 
Labour vote mobilised. The Labour 
Party made seven gains from the 
Liberal Democrats, Conservatives and 
independents leaving only one Tory 
hanging on by five votes. Overall the 
number of Labour councillors fell 
from 42 to 38, the BNP took 12 
(subject to a court correcting an error in 
the announcement of the results), the 
Conservatives held one and all other 


parties were wiped out. 

The key was turnout, which rose 
from some 22% to 38%. In some wards 
it approached or even exceeded 50%. 
In short, there was both a massive 
Labour vote -— the product of 
mobilising on the ground over a 
number of years — and a surge in BNP 
support in its seven target wards. 

Alongside the strong Labour 
campaign there was a concerted anti- 
fascist operation co-ordinated by 
Searchlight. In the immediate pre- 
election period it included the 
distribution of 25,000 tabloid 
newspapers to every household in the 
borough and up to three letters to the 
6,000 households containing black and 
minority ethnic voters. This was a 
phenomenal operation that was 
unrivalled anywhere in the country and 
built upon two years of systematic 
organisation at street level. Moreover 
it dovetailed with a vigorous union 
trade operation targeting members in 
the borough and providing troops for 
the broader anti-fascist mobilisation. 

How then are we to understand the 
BNP vote? 

Part of it is accounted for by the 
ability of the BNP to become 
the depository for anti-Labour feeling 
in a number of wards given the limited 
alternatives available to vote for any 
other party. Across the borough Labour 
stood 51 candidates, the Tories 23, the 
UKIP 17, the BNP 13, Liberal 
Democrats four and others seven. 

However, compared to recent levels of 
activity and its general profile, until a 
few weeks before polling day the BNP 
had appeared weak and dispirited: it 
had few activists on the streets, limited 
materials were being distributed and its 
expectations were low. Indeed activists 
were being sent away to Loughton, seen 
as the party’s main electoral priority. 


The real trigger for BNP activity, and 


consequently votes and _ elected 
councillors, was the media frenzy 
following Margaret Hodge’s comments 
that eight out of ten of her white 
working-class voters supported the 
BNP, her view that in some sense 
the profile of Barking resembled that 
of Brixton and the statement that 
other London authorities were actively 
depositing asylum seekers into the 
borough. What followed was arguably 
the most sustained, and indeed often 
benign, media coverage of the BNP that 
we have seen. 

Many now believe that this coverage 
of the BNP actually served to reactivate 
and further build its vote in the borough. 
The figures for those voting BNP far 
exceeded all local intelligence-based 
estimates, as well as all quantitative and 
qualitative empirical data built up over 
the past few years on prospective vote 
and actual levels of support. 

Indeed evidence and _ intelligence 
from within the BNP itself reinforces 
the view that this coverage electrified its 
campaign and support not only in East 
London but around the country and 
was directly responsible for many of its 
electoral successes. The final nine days 
of press coverage, especially of the 
Home Office lapses in deporting 
foreign nationals, reinforced this. 

Yet these movements of votes over the 
last few weeks of the campaign hardly 
account for the material forces that 
underpin the BNP presence in the 
borough. The key forces at work arise 
from the extraordinary demographic 
shifts that are occurring against a legacy 
of poverty and sustained underinvestment 
in public services and infrastructure. 

The key driver of this transformation 
is the relatively low cost private housing 
market; yet this consequence of the 
right to buy has also heightened 
demand for social housing given 
sustained house price inflation over the 





past five years. The borough retains the 
lowest cost housing across the whole of 
London and as such it has a magnetic 
pull for anyone in search of such 
housing. 

The major demographic changes 
are still off the radar of public policy 
makers who remain attached to census 
data that offer diminishing returns 
in terms of understanding the day-to- 
day realities of life in the borough. 
The population changes have largely 
occurred since the last census. Yet public 
policy making assumes a stable — indeed 
slightly declining - population of 
164,000 for allocating resources with a 
static ethnic make-up for every year 
since 2001. 

The only data set that begins to 
uncover the demographic shifts of 
which every resident is aware is year-on- 
year data regarding school rolls. 
This shows up both a rapidly growing 
head count and dramatic shifts within 
that total. For example, between 2003 
and 2005 the percentage of white 
children on the school roll fell by some 
9.1%. Three quarters of this change is 
accounted for by black African children. 

One of the key factors behind the 
emergence of the BNP is this rupture 
between the formal state perception of 
the borough and the day-to-day 
dynamics at work within it. The 
incremental state investment in public 
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services on the basis of out of date 
population statistics cannot even begin 
to remove concerns that demographic 
change is occurring while resources are 
becoming more scarce. Therefore, it is a 
short step to perceive that these changes 
are actually reducing the social wage, 
be this in terms of growing health 
inequalities, reduced access to social 
housing or even declining hourly wage 
rates as the dynamic of migration 
triggers a rush to the bottom in terms of 
conditions at work. 

Each issue of resource allocation is 
seen by many as an issue of race, which 
becomes the proxy by which, for 
example, health, housing and wage 
inequalities are viewed. The most acute 
politicisation of resources concerns 
housing. Yet it is considered through 
the prism of race rather than systematic 
failure to provide low-rent social 
housing units. 

It is here that the issue of working- 
class disenfranchisement kicks in. 
New Labour has quite consciously 
removed class as an economic or 
political category; it has specifically 
calibrated a science of political 
organisation — and indeed an ideology — 
to camp out in middle England with 
unarguable electoral successes. 

Yet the question remains whether 
the policy mix developed ever more to 
dominate a specific part of the 
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electoral architecture of the UK 
actually compounds problems in other 
communities with a different history 
and contemporary economic and 
social profile. 

It is not just about social housing, 
although this is the most concrete 
manifestation of the core problem. It is 
about the ability of the state to 
anticipate and invest in the poor urban 
communities that take the strain of 
rapid demographic change. These 
communities are the least able to 
navigate through such change as they 
retain the legacies of previous periods of 
political and economic failure. 

It is across this seam of class, race, 
poverty, public service inequalities and 
the demography of urban Britain that 
the question of Labour renewal might 
be considered when cast alongside the 
rise of the BNP. 

The policy remedies are easy to 
identify — housing strategy, labour 
market reform, sustained education 
investment, the removal of health 
inequalities, use of brownfield land, a 
creative approach to demographic 
change in real time, including a once 
and for all regularisation of illegal 
migrants so as properly to quantify 
population growth etc, etc. In many 
respects although unfashionable the 
remedies are often self-evident 
especially when you have the most 
brownfield land in London. 

It is in reality an exercise in political 
will. Such remedies would allow us to 
return to the class disenfranchisement 
issues contained in current present 
strategy and the associated triangulations 
of New Labour especially as regards race. 
It would also create the positive sum 
environment to beat the BNP — at 
present our organisation takes place 
within a zero-sum policy framework. 

What this would entail is an actual 
renewal in terms of policy and 
organisation of an electoral coalition. 
Yet all we hear from the provisional 
wing within New Labour is that last 
week's electoral failures were solely 
attributable to not being New Labour 
enough — we simply lost those voters we 
gained in 1997. Empirically this is not 
the case but these facts cannot get in 
the way. 

Ceteris paribus we must provide more 
New Labour reform. It is this 
fundamental distinction between 
renewal and reform that must resolved 
over the next months and years and it 
must be resolved not with recourse to 
an ever more extreme right-wing route 
map but by deepening and widening a 
genuine political coalition. ~ 
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Regional round-up 


Throughout the country trade unionists and other anti-fascists distributed 16 localised 
editions of the Searchlight tabloid and ran vigorous campaigns against the BNP’s record 
363 election candidates. Without their dedicated work the BNP would have ended up with 
many more councillors. We report from the main campaigns and on the dire performance of 
the BNP’s biggest council group when they took their seats in Barking and Dagenham. 


BRADFORD: Too close for comfort but a win’s a win 


By Paul Meszaros 


PREPARATIONS FOR this year’s 
local election had been in full swing for 
nearly a year. We were confident that 
with our intelligence of BNP activity 
and our analysis of previous results we 
could identify and prioritise those areas 
most vulnerable to the BNP. In the 
meantime we had seized the initiative 
in Keighley crushing the BNP in a by- 
election called after its councillor 
Angela Clarke resigned. 

We knew we had to win in Keighley 
again, but the front line was moving 
back to Bradford. We also knew that we 
had to translate the key lessons of 
Keighley back to Bradford. 

The BNP had made its breakthrough 
in Keighley in 2004 largely because the 
main political parties had failed to 
realise that it was a threat. This was 
hardly surprising given the lack of work 
and disengagement from voters that 
was an all too typical feature of the 
main parties. Thankfully this situation 
was reversed and Griffin's decision to 
stand in Keighley in last year’s general 
election provided the impetus for the 
local Labour Party to take on and defeat 
the BNP. 

The BNP fielded 16 candidates in 
this year’s local elections in Bradford 
and Keighley, after stating it- intention 
to put up a full slate of 30. 

The beginning of the campaign was 
overshadowed by the selection of a 
Mr Omar Sharif Gawad to stand for 
the BNP in the Bowling & Barkerend 
ward. The BNP’s ridiculous attempts 
to deny its racism were immediately 
shot to pieces by the reaction of the 
rank and file who drove themselves into 
a frenzy of racist consternation. 
“They've even taken over the BNP,” 
complained one racist on the internet. 
However, whether or not Gawad was 
Aryan enough for the BNP, it 
was immediately clear to anti-fascists 
that his nomination was a wind-up or a 


publicity stunt gone wrong. 

With Keighley less vulnerable, due in 
large part to our community-based 
initiatives working on the estates where 
the BNP had previously held sway, and 
with the Conservatives in Worth Valley 
following our lead and attacking the 
BNP on both its racism and its poor 
record, we could turn our attention to 
Bradford South. 

Although the Labour Party in 
Bradford South was slower to take up 
the challenge of the BNP, we were able 
to provide intelligence and direction to 
stop the BNP. This was largely achieved 
although there can be no room for 
complacency. 

As well as delivering thousands of 
Searchlight tabloids and localised 
leaflets, anti-fascists engaged in 
targeted work that brought anti-BNP 
voters out in key wards. Given how 
close some of these results were, anti- 
fascists can be proud of their 
intervention in the full knowledge that 
we made a crucial difference. 
Unfortunately the BNP won in 
Queensbury due to the abject failure of 
the local Tories. The BNP’s Paul 
Cromie has targeted this seat for several 
years and the shine was taken off our 
overall victory by his success. 

In Bradford North, the BNP was 
only narrowly defeated in its , 
old stronghold of Eccleshill. 
Thankfully the Lib Dems, 
with some  anti-fascist 
assistance, did just enough to 
hold the racist challenge off. 

In Bradford and Keighley 
the line has been held. 
The BNP is down to two 
councillors and a resurgent 
Labour Party is confident 
of defeating the BNP’s 
“leader” James Lewthwaite 
in Wyke next year. It is an 
open secret that the two 


BNP councillors do not get on and they 
can be assured that they will be kept 
under constant scrutiny. 

Anti-fascism prevailed by the skin of 
its teeth, but the targeted and 
community-based approach, developed 
and followed through by local anti- 
fascists, showed the way in defeating 
the BNP. We must redouble our efforts 
and make sure the job is finished next 
year but we have managed to show the 
main parties that if they take the BNP 
on they will succeed. The main lessons 
remain fairly simple; the main political 
parties cannot be allowed their 
complacency and laziness, they are too 
ready to blame the electorate or the 
other parties when things go wrong. 
In Bradford they will not get away with 
this approach. Mainstream politicians 
need to stand up and be counted; 
they have to take responsibility for 
themselves. We will be watching! 

Throughout our campaign 
Searchlight has supported and helped 
us. Searchlight’s years of experience and 
unequalled expertise are crucial to the 
fight to stop the BNP. We would also 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
the trade union movement, in particular 
Amicus and the PCS. 

Wi Paul Meszaros is the convenor of 
Bradford TUC Anti-Fascist Committeeor 
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BURNLEY: 
Defeat but 
also a victory 


By Jason Hunter 


ANTI-FASCISTS IN 
BURNLEY campaigned 
hard, backed by the trade 
unions and with a cutting 
edge delivered by 
Searchlight. We held the 
line in the face of massive 
national media publicity 
for the BNP. . : 

All wards were contested by a full slate from 
Labour, the Liberal Democrats and the 
Conservatives, a must if voters are to have a real 
choice. A net BNP gain of one seat was eclipsed by 
five Lib Dem gains, showing that the real political 
battle is increasingly between the mainstream 
parties. But a shift from Labour to Lib Dem/Tory 
control will still deny the BNP councillors any 
influence. Their past record as “do-nothing 
councillors” and their dubious political position 
condemns them. 

The BNP now has seven seats out of 45 and 
occupies a lowly third place among the parties on 
Burnley council. Our challenge is to drive the BNP 
into fourth place in 2007. Its vote in the town is 
down to 3,683, a far cry from the 8,500 of May 
2003. Although the party gained two seats, its 
cantankerous local organiser, David Shapcott, 
failed to win in Whittlefield to take the seat 
previously held for the BNP by Barry Birks, who 
stood down at the end of his term of office. 

However, the BNP did come close in four wards 
and not because more people voted BNP. 
The party averaged 528 votes per ward contested, 
well down from the 657 per ward achieved on the 
same turnout in 2003. It was the reluctance of 
many Labour voters to come out, understandable 
given recent national issues, that created the risk 
of the BNP making an ill-deserved breakthrough. 
However, Labour's recovery after a similar fall in 
2003 indicates that voters can be persuaded to 
return if they see the party is listening and active 
around key local concerns. The expected 
clarification of Labour’s leadership issues 
nationally would also offer hope of a recovery that 
would help put Labour beyond the BNP’s 
foreseeable reach in Burnley. 

Regardless of these matters, what 2006 proves 
yet again is the invaluable importance of anti- 
fascist activity, including Searchlight tabloids 
and other leaflets. Every house in wards the 
BNP contested was covered, both to deter BNP 
waverers and to motivate the disillusioned to 
come out and vote to stop the fascists. 

The next election in 2007 will see the BNP 
defending four seats and will give anti-fascists a 
good opportunity to continue to encourage its 
downward trend. We need to hold our nerve and 
continue the reinvigoration of local politics and 
localised campaigning that focuses on the real 
issues that voters care about. 








EPPING FOREST 


A FAILURE TO unite in the face of the serious threat posed by the 
BNP led to the nazi party adding three councillors to its existing three. 

The BNP campaign focussed on two major issues, housing and 
the local college, with lies and half truths about the alleged 
behaviour of black students. In an area that is 97.5% white, the party 
used another version of its “Africans for Essex” lie to strike fear 
among voters that they were about to be invaded by minority ethnic 
people moving out from east London. 

Susan Clapp (partner of the BNP’s elections organiser Eddy Butler), 
Peter Turpin and Rodney Law all won. Jacqueline Carne vanished from 
view after being nominated for Loughton Roding ward, her picture 
omitted from the BNP’s final election leaflets. A popular independent 
socialist councillor retained the seat by a huge majority. 

In Loughton Fairmead, Turpin won by a mere three votes over a 
popular Loughton Residents Association candidate in a five- 
cornered fight in which all three main parties stood. Turpin has 
been keen on forming vigilante gangs since the 1980s when he tried 
it for the National Front, just after being asked to leave the police 
after a few months’ service because of his extremist views. 

In Loughton Broadway Clapp’s majority of 108 was less than the 
112 votes that went to Peter Relph standing as a left- “wing 
independent plus the 84 that the Lib Dems took. That campaign 
was marked by threats to elderly voters from the far right. 

Law, an RMT member, took Loughton Alderton with the BNP’s 
biggest majority. His union’s leader, Bob Crow, was active in the 
anti-BNP campaign, prompting Law to threaten Crow. His words 
“we know where you live” were reported in the London Evening 
Standard. Law’s election agent was Danny Warville a black-cab 
driver and the BNP’s counter-intelligence officer. 

Local Conservative MP Eleanor Laing called for people to vote 
against the BNP even if it meant voting Labour. She was possibly 
out of step with the Tory group on the council which has 
consistently ohare the = supe of the BNP councillors. 


[Crow (left) confronts Danny 
Warville as Rod Law looks on 
Picture: Matt Writtle 
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The BNP’s obsession with Loughton probably cost it a seat 
or two in Thurrock. The racist party came within a few votes 
of winning West Thurrock but a failure to capitalise on an 
early strong start in the ward meant Labour was able to 
regain some of its lost ground. 

BNP activists from across Essex were told to concentrate 
their activities in Loughton, leaving the West Thurrock 
candidate largely to run the campaign himself. Even a small 
amount of assistance from the rest of his branch and from 
Basildon would have probably been enough. 

A resurgent Labour Party held the BNP off in the rest of 
Thurrock. This was most evident in Grays Riverside, a ward in 
which the BNP once briefly held a seat. 
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targeting of the BME vote, appears to have ended BNP 
prospects in this ward for some time to come. 
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NORTH EAST 


THE BNP FAILED to make any 
improvement on its 2004 election 
results, says Mike Hartman from 
Tyne & Wear Anti-fascist Association. 


Gateshead 
The BNP stood in eight wards, picking 
up an average 12.3%. 

The total BNP vote in the wards it 
has contested in both years fell from 
2,780 in 2004 to 1,941 this year. The 
average vote per ward was also down by 
50 votes and the party stood in nine 
fewer wards this year than in 2004. 
All this adds up to a dramatic fall in the 
BNP’s vote. Its percentage share is up — 
to be expected as the elections were all- 
out in 2004. Although the BNP beat 
Conservative candidates in many 
wards, it did not come second in any. 


Newcastle 
The BNP stood in six wards, polling an 
average 13.2%. 

Comparison with 2004 is difficult in 
Newcastle because Benwell & 
Scotswood and Walker are the only 
wards that the BNP contested in both 
years, although in Newburn the 
National Front stood in 2004 and the 
BNP this time. Including the NF result, 
the average vote is up 55, as is the 
percentage share. In 2004 the BNP got 
1,960 votes across seven wards, so the 
overall vote has gone up slightly, to 
2,010 in 2006. 

The BNP will be pleased with 
Tyneside Secretary Ken Booth’s result 
in Elswick — nearly 20% in a ward not 
contested last time — but disappointed 
with the results in Walker, Westgate 


and Wingrove. Getting nearly twice 
Respect’s vote in Elswick will also 
please the BNP, but failing to help 
unseat the Labour candidate in 
Wingrove will not. 


North Tyneside 
The BNP stood in two wards, averaging 
16.1%. 

The BNP vote in Camperdown was 
down by nearly 100 on 2004, whereas 
in Battle Hill it was almost steady. 
The BNP will be pleased with a good 
percentage in Camperdown (17%) and 
with contributing to the Lib Dems 
unseating of Labour in Battle Hill. 
However, the BNP contested only two 
wards compared to four in 2004. 


South Tyneside 
The BNP stood in two wards and 
averaged 11.4%. 

Figures were down compared to the 
2004 BNP result in Beacon & Bents 
and the National Front result in 
Biddick & All Saints (where the NF 
candidate Charles Schmidt switched to 
the BNP this year). Schmidt will be 
disappointed with his 168 votes and 
will blame his change of party, but 
the result came despite considerable 
effort campaigning on the BNP’s part. 
The Labour Party has again suggested 
that the BNP’s vote was artificially 
inflated because anti-BNP campaigners 
had drawn attention to the BNP 
unnecessarily. 


Sunderland 
The BNP stood a full slate of 
25 candidates and averaged 15.0% of 
the vote. 

Although the BNP share of the vote 





is approximately the same as in 2003, 
when it first contested all the wards 
(2004's percentage is not a good 
comparison because of all-out 
elections), the total number of BNP 
votes continued its downward trend 
from around 14,000 in 2003 and 
12,400 in 2004 to 9,948 this time. 
Turnout is down by one third since 
2003, suggesting that low turnout is not 
benefiting the party in Sunderland. 
The average vote per ward is nearly 
100 less than in 2004 and more than 
160 less than in 2003. 


David Guynan 


The BNP vote has only grown in four 
wards since 2004, and in three of these 
the increase was 30 votes or fewer. 
David Guynan may be pleased with his 
slight improvement and second place of 
five (one of whom was an Official 
Monster Raving Loony candidate) in 
Hendon, John Richardson with the 
only significant increase (544 votes and 
second place) in Hetton, and Ian 
Leadbitter with second place and an 
only slightly decreased vote in Redhill. 
The BNP is likely to talk about 
percentages rather than votes, given 
that it won over 20% in five wards and 
between 15% and 20% in six others. 





KIRKLEES 


IF THE BNP HAD high hopes for 
Kirklees you would never had guessed it 
from its stuttering campaign. 

Kirklees was being tipped as one of 
the areas where the BNP expected to 
pick up a lot of seats, particularly as the 
ringleader of the 7 July bombers, 
Mohammed Sidique Khan, lived in 
Dewsbury. The fascist party announced 
early on its intention to field a full slate 
of 23 candidates for the metropolitan 
council for the first time. 

The BNP in Kirklees has split into 
two branches, north Kirklees led by 
David Exley and south Kirklees 
controlled by Robert Walker, the 
BNP’s new Huddersfield organiser and 
an ex-squaddie. 

Its number one target would be 
Heckmondwike, where David Exley 
was the BNP’s only sitting councillor in 


Kirklees. So it came as a shock when 
Roger Roberts was named as the 
candidate. A former Conservative 
councillor, Roberts defected to the BNP 
in 2004, retaining his seat on Mirfield 
town council. Earlier this year he had 
come under fire for failing to attend 
council meetings. When he eventually 
turned up, it was to a meeting where he 
was not meant to be. 

In Huddersfield, Walker had been 
given his orders by the BNP’s Yorkshire 
organiser Nick Cass: “Find local 
candidates for South Kirklees”. 

For a number of years the BNP had 
been “top heavy” in Kirklees. There was 
a lot of BNP activity in Dewsbury in 
the north, yet none in the larger town of 
Huddersfield in the south. 

Surely there must be at least 13 
members in the south who would be 
prepared to stand as BNP candidates? 
Apparently not. In the 13 wards in 


south Kirklees only four candidates 
came from the Huddersfield area. 
So desperate was the BNP that it had to 
import Richard Brown, a convicted 
drug dealer from Cleckheaton, and 
young Richard Langford from 
Brighouse. 

As Walker was the organiser and 
lived in Golcar ward where he also 
stood, nearly all the BNP activity in 
the south revolved around his ward. 
This effort showed when Walker 
gained 22% of the vote, coming second 
behind the Liberal Democrats. 

Cass stood in Mirfield, despite not 
living or working in Kirklees. He had 
registered himself at the address of 
Frank Atack, a postman and BNP 
candidate for Dewsbury West. 

Most activity in the north revolved 
around Heckmondwike, which was the 
only ward in Kirklees where the BNP 
canvassed door to door. Dewsbury 


NORTH WEST 


IT WAS ANOTHER year of 
underperformance for the BNP in 
the North West where its strong 
average vote across the region 
disguised wide variations. 

The BNP gained two councillors in 
Burnley and broke through in 
Pendle but floundered in other 
areas, sometimes quite badly. 
Even in Burnley, where it came a 
close second in several other wards, 
the high share of the vote owed 
more to declining Labour fortunes 
than a growth in BNP support. 


Blackburn 
In Blackburn, the BNP could only look in 
envy at the election of two England First 
Party candidates, including party leader 
Mark Cotterill. 

Cotterill is no stranger to Searchlight 
readers. A former National Front 
organiser, Cotterill later moved to the 
United States where he ran the American 
branch of Right Now and later the BNP. 
He is closely linked to some of the world's 
eading neo-Nazis. These extremist links 
were clearly evident in his campaign in 
which former Combat 18 thugs, 
including Kevin Watmough, were active. 

Griffin is reportedly furious at Cotterill’s 
election and the BNP’s regional organiser, 
Roy Goodwin, has demanded to know 
why his party's local branch did not stand 
a spoiler candidate to split the vote and 
ensure Cotterill was not elected. 

The other EFP councillor is a pub 
landlord in Darwen, but he was quick to 
distanced himself from some of the 
party's manifesto immediately after 
the election. 





Some credit for the BNP’s defeat in 
Blackburn must go to a committed team 
of anti-fascists from Hyndburn and Ribble 
Valley Who mobilised on a regular basis to 
ensure distribution of the Searchlight 
newspaper in all seven wards that the 
BNP contested. 


Oldham 

Oldham was a disaster for the BNP 
continuing the trend of recent years. 
The BNP had gone into the election with 
high hopes of a breakthrough against the 
background of a seemingly unpopular 
Labour council and disorganised Liberal 
Democrat operation. 

But this proved a false dawn. Even in 
Royton North, the party's top target, the 
BNP finished third, quite some way 
behind the winning Labour candidate. 
It fared no better in the other four wards 
it contested. 

Oldham MP Phil Woolas says that the 
fall in BNP support owes much to 
the improvements in housing in some 
of the poorer areas in the borough. 
Certainly in St James ward, where the 
BNP failed to win by only 91 votes in 2002, 
housing renewal has regenerated some 
of the most rundown areas of the ward, 
though not without some local 
opposition. 

The declining fortune of the BNP in 
Oldham was graphically illustrated in the 
Medlock Vale result. A ward that includes 
the Fitton Hill estate, once the heartland 
of BNP support in the town, again saw the 
BNP trailing in a disappointing third place. 


Greater Manchester 

The BNP made little headway in the rest 
of Greater Manchester. It fielded fewer 
candidates than in 2004 and its share of 


the vote stagnated and even fell in some 
areas. The racists had high hopes in 
Tameside, with the BNP website even 
predicting a victory shortly before the 
election. However, this proved to be 
another wild dream as the Labour vote 
stayed loyal. 

Another ward with high hopes that 
failed to deliver was Miles Platting and 
Newton Heath in Manchester, where 
local landlord Derek Adams was standing. 
His share of the vote was unchanged 
from 2004. 

Merseyside and the Wirral were again 
largely unfruitful territory for the BNP. 


Pendle 

The BNP did break through in Pendle 
with one victory, but this owes as much 
to the continuing decline in the local 
Labour Party than the campaigning skills 
of the BNP. Where the Liberal Democrats 
were the main challengers, the BNP 
made little headway. 

Pendle saw a vigorous anti-fascist 
campaign from the local UAF group who 
delivered a Pendle edition of the 
Searchlight newspaper alongside UAF 
material. There was also a faith leaflet. 

Immediately after the election Pendle 
Council put out a statement emphasising 
that it “takes its responsibilities under the 
Race Relations Act very seriously, working 
to promote good relations between 
people of different communities and to 
break down barriers”. 

“All newly elected councillors have to 
undertake to abide by the Code of 
Conduct,’ the statement continued. 
“This includes a duty to promote 
equality by not discriminating unlawfully 
against anyone and to treat everyone 
with respect.” 





South, Batley West and Birstall and 
Birkenshaw saw no BNP campaign at 
all despite previous strong support for 
the party. The other wards also received 
little attention other than a single glossy 
election leaflet. 

The BNP arrived mob-handed to 
the count at Dewsbury sports centre the 
day after the election. Even most of 
the south Kirklees candidates chose to go 
to Dewsbury instead of their own count. 

Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, turned 
up but was told to clear off as he and his 
muscle bound minders lacked the 


Kirklees/BNP. 





appropriate accreditation to gain entry, 
much to his own and Cass’s annoyance. 

Inside Cass was being belligerent as 
ever, abusing anybody whom he 


stumbled across. However most 
people were more interested in his 
white suit and pink shirt. Has Cass 
become a dandy? 

It soon became apparent that the 
BNP’s breakthrough had _ not 
materialised. Birstall & Birkenshaw, 
Mirfield, Dewsbury South and Batley 
West have all rejected the BNP many 
times before, and this year was to be no 


exception. While BNP candidates came 
second in Mirfield and Batley West, the 
margin between them and the winner 
was over a thousand votes. 

Of greater concern was the large 
BNP vote in Cleckheaton and 
Liversedge. Despite little campaigning 
the BNP still came a very close second 
with 30.9% and 32.4% respectively in 
wards that have not previously 
registered strong BNP support. 

Dewsbury East followed the trend 
with Colin Auty defeating the popular 
Labour councillor Eric Firth by a 
margin of 290 votes. Roberts won in 
Heckmondwike with 36.5%, giving the 
BNP two seats in the ward. 

While the BNP has increased its 
presence on Kirklees council from one 
to three, the party will be disappointed 
that it failed to gain the significant 
ground that some members had 
predicted. 
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BARKING & DAGENHAM: 
Serious racist assault follows BNP’s 
first council appearance 


ON A SCALE of one to ten for performance and content the BNP’s 
new councillors in Barking and Dagenham, the largest BNP council 
group in the country, would have warranted a minus one for both. 
The BNP group, which now forms the official opposition to Labour, 
is led by Richard Barnbrook, whose past as director of the gay porn 
film HMS Discovery keeps coming back to haunt him, with Robert 
Bailey as his deputy. Expecting protests on their arrival for their first 
council meeting, they tried to sneak into the town hall two hours 
early by booking a room for 5pm. 

Barnbrook turned up in a new suit, lighter than his trademark 
brown, his hair also suspiciously lightened, with BNP leader Nick 
Griffin and his no-neck minder in tow. They were faced with a picket 
of trade unionists and people from Searchlight and the Redbridge 
and Barking and Dagenham Together groups displaying their Hope 
not Hate banners. 

Griffin may have foreseen the fiasco that was to follow or perhaps 
he felt he would not be safe in the public gallery with only one 
minder, so the two of them rapidly left their group meeting and 
headed for the nearest pub, the Captain Cook, where they met up 
with some activists and several more minders. 

In the packed gallery were seven BNP members including the new 
BNP TV cameraman and Bob Gertner, the party photographer. The rest 
of the audience consisted of five reporters, several anti-fascist trade 
unionists and a group of anti-fascist activists displaying Searchlight's 
latest pamphlet The BNP Unmasked. 

Barnbrook's first intervention was a complaint of discrimination 
against the BNP councillors because they only received the agenda 
for the meeting a day earlier. It turned out that everyone got theirs 
at the same time. Some wag suggested it might have got delayed 
because Barnbrook lives in south London and not in the borough — 
a reference to well publicised allegations that Barnbrook and two 
others were there under false pretences. Barnbrook then got 
muddled over the difference between a statement and a question. 

The biggest laugh came when Barnbrook tabled an amendment 
to the council's constitution to condemn discrimination against “the 
indigenous majority”. On the vote, Cllr Robert Buckley looked aghast 
when all the rest of his BNP colleagues failed to raise their hands. 
They then tried unsuccessfully to win places on the council's various 
committees. Barnbrook said later that he thought they were 
supposed to vote by pressing a buzzer. 

When Barnbrook returned to the supposed plot to delay delivery 
of his group's agendas, he was asked how many times he needed to 
be told something before it sank in. 

His final attempt to appear smart was to complain that his group 
had received no induction training. He was told he was not alone as 
the new council was only two weeks old. He will no doubtless find it 
very instructive especially the part about councillors’ legal duties 
under race relations legislation. 

Robert Bailey asked Searchlight how we thought it had gone, 
commenting that he had been rather bored. We responded that 
we had greatly enjoyed their comedy show and had been 
surprised that they had performed more poorly even than the 
BNP’s useless Burnley councillors. 

Attempts by Barnbrook to be interviewed for BNP TV were cut 
short when they were asked to vacate the foyer of the town hall 
amid choruses of “All the nice boys love a sailor’, a song several gay 
people present found highly amusing. Barnbrook's attempts to get a 
group photo outside the building were disrupted by anti-fascists 
who all wanted to join in. 

There the comedy ended. Later that evening four racists left a fast 
food takeaway a couple of minutes walk away, racially abused a 
young Asian and stabbed him twice in the chest leaving him for 
dead with a Union Flag beside him. 

You certainly can tell when the BNP are around. 





WEST MIDLANDS 


AS A REGION the West Midlands delivered the 
BNP’s biggest advance. Eight new councillors 
were elected across four local authorities and the 
BNP won a substantial increase in its overall vote. 

The BNP averaged 33% of the vote in nine 
wards in Sandwell and almost 30% in eight wards 
in Stoke-on-Trent. There was also a major increase 
in the BNP’s share of the vote in Birmingham, 
where the party contested all 40 wards. 


Dudley 

The one area of stagnation for the BNP was Dudley, 
where a model Labour Party and anti-fascist 
campaign kept the fascists out. 

The campaign began with a Day of Action to 
deliver the 20,000 Searchlight newspapers. “This kick- 
started our campaign,” says local MP Ian Austin. 
“Tt gave people confidence and enthusiasm to take on 
the BNP.” 

Castle and Priory ward was a particular success. 
In 2003-04 the BNP’s Simon Darby held a seat in 
this ward, and it only needed a small swing for the 
racist party to retake the seat. In the event the local 
edition of the Searchlight newspaper, which carried 
several positive features about the area, combined 
with an excellent local Labour candidate helped see 
off the BNP by over 600 votes. 


Stoke-on-Trent 

Anti-fascists also reaped some success in Stoke-on- 
Trent, where the local Norscarf group worked 
tirelessly to distribute anti-fascist literature. 
Although the BNP won three council seats, it lost 
out in several others that it had expected to win. 
They included Longton North, where the BNP 
already has two councillors and appeared, at the 
outset of the campaign, a dead cert for a third. 

Unfortunately one of the BNP’s victories was the 
result of a split in the Labour ranks, which handed an 
otherwise safe Labour seat to the BNP. 

Another success in Stoke-on-Trent was the 
telephone canvassing operation. In the five wards 
included in the project, the BNP lost in four. 
They included the three most vulnerable wards — 
Longton North, Blurton and Fenton. 

Searchlight now has a database of 1,500 anti-BNP 
households in these wards and this will form the 
basis for an ongoing campaign. 


Sandwell 

Sandwell was where the BNP achieved its biggest 
success in the region. Initial analysis of the BNP vote 
shows that the party’s success was founded mainly on 
mobilised people who do not usually vote. In Great 
Bridge ward alone, it is believed that 800 people voted 
in this election who had not voted in last year’s general 
election, in a reversal of normal voting trends. 

One ward that the BNP was unable to capture was 
Titpton Green. Despite the absence of the Freedom 
Party and the fact that the BNP fielded the only 
“white” candidate in the race, the Labour Party ran a 
vigorous campaign that proved successful. 

The BNP was left fuming when Steve Edwards, who 
has traditionally stood there for the Freedom Party, 
publicly endorsed the Asian Conservative candidate. 





Home news 


Court upholds Searchlight’s 
reporting of BNP feud 


By Sonia Gable 


TWO BNP ELECTION candidates have lost 
a court case that sets an important 
precedent for political reporting. 

Christopher and Barry Roberts, brothers 
who both stood for the BNP in the 2005 
general election, had brought libel 
proceedings against Searchlight magazine, 
its publisher and its editor over the 
magazine's reporting of an internal feud 
within the BNP’s London region in 2003. 

At the time John Tyndall, the BNP’s 
founder and rival to Nick Griffin, its present 
leader, was still alive. Searchlight reported 
ona London BNP rally held in March 2003 
at which Tyndall was the star speaker and 
several of his supporters were present. 
It had been billed as a meeting to 
promote the BNP’s campaign for the 
London mayor, London Assembly and 
European elections the following year but 
it descended into chaos amid accusations 
of criminal activity between the Tyndall 
faction and Griffin's supporters. 

Calling the rally the “night of the short 
knives’, Searchlight went on to report that 
shortly afterwards a BNP members’ 
bulletin accused Dave Hill and Robert 
Jeffries, two Tyndall supporters, of going 
to the house of Chris Roberts, then the 
BNP’s new London organiser, and stealing 
a sum of £1,204 collected at the meeting. 

Searchlight returned to the dispute a few 
months later after Tyndall had been 
expelled from the BNP and reported that 
Hill and Jeffries had issued a long open 
letter attacking Griffin and his supporters, 
including Chris Roberts. The letter accused 
Roberts of stealing the money and alleged 
that after Roberts angrily returned the 
money, he and his brother Barry 
threatened to "kneecap, torture and kill” 
Hill, Jeffries and their respective families. 

The letter complained that the Griffin 
leadership had described Roberts as a 
selfmade millionaire who was leaving 
the City to devote his time and fortune to 
the BNP but he turned out to be a 
disappointment. “It was now quite 
obvious that a little village somewhere, 
was missing its idiot,’the letter stated. 

In court the Roberts brothers claimed 
that by reporting the allegations against 
them Searchlight had libelled them. 
Searchlight's defence was that we were 


reporting the allegations without 
adopting or endorsing them and that the 
accusations and counter-accusations 
between the rival BNP factions were a 
matter of public interest. To demonstrate 
the public interest in the BNP we had 
trawled through the press and found 
hundreds of reports about the party, its 
activities and personalities. 

At a High Court hearing on 26-27 April 
before Mr Justice Eady on the preliminary 
issue of the merits of Searchlight's 
defence of qualified privilege, the Roberts 
brothers were represented by Adrian 
Davies, the BNP’s regular barrister. The day 
had started badly for Mr Davies who 
arrived with Stuart Russell, the BNP’s press 
officer also known as Phil Edwards. Russell 
was there to apologise on behalf of 
himself and Steve Blake, the BNP’s 
website editor, before Mr Justice Eady for 
a totally false allegation on the BNP 
website that Dr Raj Chandran, a GP and 
mayor of Gedlington in Nottinghamshire, 
had been struck off the medical register 
for supplying drugs to a female patient in 
exchange for sex. 

Mr Davies, who stood as a candidate in 
the general election for the far-right 
Freedom Party taking 1.7% of the vote in 
Staffordshire South and coming seventh 
out of eight candidates, appeared out of 
his depth faced by Gavin Millar QC and 
Guy Vassall-Adams for Searchlight. Libel 
was Clearly not his field of expertise. 

In his judgement issued on 12 May, Mr 
Justice Eady dismissed the Roberts 
brothers’ claim and accepted that there 
was a public interest in the goings-on 
within the BNP. He said: “The BNP 
regularly places candidates before the 
electorate, both in London and 
elsewhere, and that in itself could be said 
to render the allegations and cross- 
allegations (especially of apparent 
criminality) as of significant interest, but it 
is also relevant to have in mind that there 
was in or about October 2003, when the 
article was published, what Mr Millar has 
described as ‘heightened public interest 
in the BNP’ This was in large measure 
because Mr Nick Griffin, who had taken 
over the leadership from Mr John Tyndall 
in 1999, had been given a high media 





profile in the course of presenting the 
party and its policies to the electorate’ 

He continued: “It seems to me that 
these were allegations they were entitled 
to know about, in the context of a party 
presenting itself before the electorate 
of London”. 

Praising the way in which Searchlight 
reported the dispute, Mr Justice Eady 
said: “What is important in this context is 
not so much the political stance of the 
defendant, but rather the way in which 
the particular dispute or controversy is 
being reported. There is no doubt, for 
example, that Mr Gable is far from neutral 
so far as the BNP is concerned, but 
that does not mean that he is incapable 
of objective and disinterested reporting 
of what goes on within the party’. 

In conclusion, Mr Justice Eady stated: 
“There is a duty (‘social or moral’) upon 
political commentators generally, 
including Mr Gable, to cover the goings- 
on in political parties, including disputes, 
fully and impartially. There is a 
corresponding legitimate interest in the 
public, and especially those who have a 
vote, to have such information available” 

Costs were awarded against Chris and 
Barry Roberts with an interim payment of 
£25,000 payable within 28 days. So far the 
BNP’s “Civil Liberty” subsidiary, which 
exists to support BNP members in 
difficulty with the law and acts as a 
receptacle for overseas donations that 
electoral legislation prevents the BNP 
accepting, has not appealed for 
donations in their support. 

The BNP website has, not unexpectedly, 
avoided mentioning the decision but it 
was quick to reach the ears of those who 
post on the openly nazi Stormfront forum. 
The view in its rarified extreme nazi circles 
was that it was pointless to “waste your 
time (or more importantly) your money 
on trying to sue a rabid zionist in British 
courts run by — oh, quelle surprise, rabid 
zionists!” The burning question for these 
nazis who see the whole world through 
just one very small prism was whether 
Mr Justice Eady was Jewish. ~q 








Feature 


No Pasaran 


Seventy walkers remember 70 
years of the International Brigades 
Commemorative crossing of the 
Pyrenees 14-17 April 2006 


Text by Pauline Fraser, edited by Jane Calliste 








eventy plus members and 

friends of the International 

Brigade Memorial Trust, 

including three veterans of the 
International Brigades, spent Easter 
walking through the Pyrenees from 
France to Spain, taking a route that 
could have been used by some of the 
volunteers who made the crossing by 
night to aid the democratically elected 
Republican Government of Spain. 
Every nation in the British Isles was 
represented: the Republic of Ireland, 
Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and 
England. Most of the Irish wore Easter 
lilies to commemorate the 90th 
anniversary of the Easter rising of 1916. 

The crowd that gathered at the 
National Memorial to the Brigaders on 
the South Bank on 14 April carried 
rucksacks and little cases on wheels. 
They were going for the Easter 
weekend and knew their date of return. 
In 1936, the volunteers took all their 
belongings wrapped in brown paper 
parcels: toothpaste and toothbrush, 
shaving gear, for one volunteer a prized 
Parker pen that would be lost in the 
Pyrenees. They were going for — who 
knew how long? For 526 it would be 
forever. 

“July 1936. The Generals revolted in 
Spain. Fascism threw down the 
gauntlet. The effete Democracies 
looked on with almost benign 
indifference. Who cared for Spain? ... 
But a few, a very few, realised after a few 
days that it was the beginning of the 
attack of World Fascism.” So wrote Bob 
Clark, one of the International 
Brigaders, in his memoirs of his time in 
Spain, No Boots to my Feet. 

Foreign volunteers fought in the 
Republican ranks from the first days of 
the Spanish Civil War in the second 
half of July 1936. The idea of making 
the most of this steady stream of 
solidarity by creating a regular body of 
foreign combatants within the armed 
forces of the Republic was the work of 
the Communist International (the 
Comintern) in the first days of 


September 1936. By 12 October 


1936, the first 500 volunteers of @ 
the International Brigades < 
had arrived in Spain. 
The XV Brigade, 
largely English-speak- 
ing, was formed in 
January 1937 and 
marched into 
battle for the first 
time at Jarama on 
7 February 1937. 
It was at Jarama 
that the British 


Battalion and the XV Brigade as a 
whole sustained its heaviest casualties, 
until the Battle of the Ebro near the 
end of the war. 

More than 2,200 volunteers from 
Britain and Ireland went to Spain to 
join the International Brigades. They 
were part of a total of about 35,000 
volunteers from more than 50 countries 
who went to the aid of Republican 
Spain. Of these, approximately 10,000 
were killed fighting for democracy and 
freedom, the 526 Irish and British dead 
amongst them. Their bodies lie in 
Spanish soil. 

Since then there have been, and 
continue to be, many actions of 
international solidarity, but none on the 
scale of the support given to one 
country by the peoples of the world. 
In Britain, even the 2,000 plus who 
volunteered were small in number 
compared with the huge hinterland of 
support involved in getting them there, 
and in raising humanitarian aid for the 
Spanish people. Support stretched far 
more widely than the Labour 
movement. Even members of the 
House of Lords, such as the Duchess of 
Atholl, were fully committed to the 
Republican cause. A most important 
factor leading to this outpouring of 
solidarity across the world was the 
onslaught of fascism, which threatened 
to end all democratic rule in Europe. 

From 21 February 1937, when the 
Non-Intervention Committee enforced 
its ban on volunteers and brought in a 
system of border control, the volunteers 
had to cross at night. The British 





Some of the walkers who retraced the steps 
of the volunteers of 1937 























Government also revived a 19th 
century piece of legislation, the Foreign 
Enlistment Act of 1870, designed to 
prevent Britons serving as troops — 
mercenaries — in foreign armies. 

The procedures for getting into Spain 
had to change after this, as Bill 
Alexander described in British 
Volunteers for Liberty: “The land route 
over the Pyrenees was most generally 
used. The small parties were collected 
into larger groups in Sete, Ceret, 
Perpignan and other towns within easy 
reach of the frontier ... Then, at night, 
in buses, lorries, and taxis, the groups 
were taken to the foothills of the 
Pyrenees. In darkness, with no smoking 
and no talking, the march began, in 
single file, up the mountains.” 

Before we set off on our walk we paid 
homage to Republican fighters at a 
memorial plaque in Las IIlas, erected in 
1996 by a French Brigader. There we 
heard from Serge Barba, secretary of 
the FFREEE, the organisation for 
descendants of the 500,000 Spanish 
refugees who fled from Franco’s tyranny 
after the collapse of the Republic along 
these self-same paths. Some young 
Catalans joined us in paying respect 
both to their grandparents, who had 
fought in the Republican forces, and to 
the International Brigades. 

On Easter Sunday we followed the 
Brigaders’ route to the Castle of Saint 
Ferdinand at Figueres. There we joined 
a party from the Fighters and Friends 
of the International Brigades, the 
German counterpart to the IBMT. 
The Amigos, the Spanish Friends of 
the International Brigades, sent four 
representatives. 

What we had all been waiting for was 
the unveiling of a plaque which the 
Generalitat (Parliament) of Catalonia 
had commissioned, to be placed in the 
grounds of the castle where so many 

volunteers had come. The 
inscription, suggested by the 
IBMT committee, is in four 
languages. The English 
version reads: 

1936-2006 

70th anniversary of the 
formation of the International 
Brigades 
Remembering the  vol- 
unteers who came to help the 


Spanish republic, and 
mustered at the Castle of 
Sant Ferran (Saint 


Ferdinand) after crossing 
the Pyrenees mountains. 
“We came because our 
open eyes could see no 
other way”. <q 


Home news _ reo bee Sate 


HOPE NOT HATE 
Billy Bragg on tour 


in his pursuit of a rock ‘n’ roll lifestyle Matthew Collins 
accompanied Billy Bragg’s Hope Not Hate tour across the 
country in the run-up to the local elections. This is his 


tour diary. 


23 April, Wulfrun Hall 
Wolverhampton 

On our way to our rendezvous to watch 
the FA Cup semi-final with Braggy our 
taxi driver tells us that she’s never heard 
of him. “Is he very famous?” she asks. 
We pull up next to where Bragg is 
standing excitedly, waiting to go and 
watch his beloved Hammers on the pub 
TV. “Can you get me a ticket to see 
George Michael?” she enquires of Billy, 
who fires back an equally robust and 
unlikely request. “Can you get me a 
ticket to the Cup Final?” 

A few hours later, the unlikely has 
happened. West Ham are in the Cup 
Final and Billy is asking the audience 
the same question he asked of the 
bemused cab driver. As with most gigs 
on this tour, everyone agrees it was the 
best Bragg concert ever, including an 
encore of his entire first two albums 
punctuated by the usual mix of politics 
and banter. 


24 April, Sheffield City Hall 
Billy does a press conference with 
legendary boxing trainer Brendan Ingle 
and World Champion boxer Johnny 
Nelson. Good stuff and sound bites 
about communities and the importance 
that sport plays in tearing down all kinds 
of social barriers. Searchlight’s driver, Dan, 
is convinced he could take Nelson, if I 
would sit on him and keep him pinned 
down, that is. 

The most amazing thing happens in the 
sound check, when a teenager turns up 
with his guitar and demands a lesson on 
how to play 4 New England. Billy duly 
obliges, and the kid gets plugged in for 
probably the most surreal guitar lesson 
he’s ever had. 

City Hall is a sitting venue and with 
Billy’s unsurprising sore throat, it 
doesnt quite reach the highs of the 
night before. Billy turns into his alter 
ego Johnny Clash to get through the 
evening while downing mug after mug 


of herbal tea. 





25 April, Bradford University 
Andy Sykes, Searchlight’s former mole 
in the BNP, takes us for a lunchtime 
curry before joining us for a press 
conference in the town _ square. 
Everyone gets interviewed (except for 
Dan) and yours truly gives the local 
paper its headline, in relation to 
Bradford’s BNP councillors, “Kick 
them out and keep them out”. 

Bill’s sore throat permitting and a 
packed venue to boot, there’s a party 
atmosphere from the moment the 
doors open. You can still get a curry in 
Bradford at three in the morning. 


26 April, Liverpool Carling 
Academy 

Officially the fourth day and Geoff 
Martin (in charge of the union and 
campaign groups on the tour) wears his 
leather pork-pie hat. The venue is 
magnificently packed and sweaty. I take 
some union people back stage for a meet 
and greet and, like most people, they 
stand in stunned silence while holding 
out pieces of memorabilia to be signed. 
Billy’s manager, Mushi, confesses to 
being scared of the dark so I have to go 
with her into the dark recesses of the 
venue afterwards to find the staff she 
has gifts for. She’s not so tough after all, 
even if she can swear for England. 


27 April 

Day off. I do an interview with ITN 
late in the morning. Having slept 
through Billy’s 7.00am radio debate 
with Norman Tebbit, I tell a lie and tell 
him that he was very good. 


28 April, Manchester 
Bridgewater Hall 

Workers’ Memorial Day, the day when 
trade unions remember people who 
have been killed at work. Shoes are laid 
out at Peace Gardens representing 
those trade unionists no longer among 
us. Desperately sad and moving 
commemoration with all the trade 





unions involved holding their banners. 
The early frivolity of the tour subsides 
as Dan and I meet families still coming 
to terms with continuing injustices in 
work places that have taken their loved 
ones from them. Billy wraps up all the 
speeches with an 









a cappella version SSP) The Guitar says 
of a song Id sorry: Alter-ego 
never heard before. | \ Johnny Clash has 


a go on Bragg's 
guitar 


His voice is so loud 
and clear that it feel 
like the whole of 
Manchester has stopped 
to listen to him. 7 

Bridgewater Hall is \ 
another sitting venue, but it 
rocks none the less. Just as 
I thought Mushi was going 
soft she goes into near 
meltdown about the T-shirt 
and merchandising tax @ 
the venue imposes on f 
performers. “Do I take a § 
cut of their beer takings?” © 
she demands incredulously. \s j 

Dan gets his photo taken ipeeern 
with the Man City manager 
and footballing legend Stuart 
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f Jon Cruddas, MP for Dagenham, presents Billy Bragg 





Pearce. I spend the night with the BBC 
and members of the local Unison 
branch singing karaoke in the Press 
Club with the cast of Chitty Chitty 


Bang Bang who are also in Manchester. 


29 April, Gateshead Sage 

Dan sulks because I may have 
accidentally deleted the photograph of 
Stuart Pearce. Billy’s legendary security 
staff, Brent and Dave, do a strange sort of 
chorus girl dance by the side of the stage 
which I end up doing with them too. 
Mushi gives me a beer from the rider and 
comments, “No wonder you’ divorced”. 







1 May, Barking Broadway 
Dagenham MP Jon Cruddas stands 
nervously by the side of the stage. He’s 
got to come on stage and present Billy 
with a signed West Ham 
\ shirt that Show Racism the 
a Red Card arranged for 
Searchlight before the tour started. 
Since they made the Cup Final, the 
value of the shirt has increased 
dramatically and Jon is worried I’ve put 
it on eBay. Jon made the presentation 
between Billy’s two encores and Billy’s 


Dae 


with the shirt he thought had been sold 6n eBay 
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response gave me my most embarrassing 
moment of the tour when he said “I bet 
that Matthew Collins from Searchlight 
is responsible for this”. 

The show rocks as it should do for a 
local boy but Billy has to go home to his 
Mum’s afterwards and move some 
furniture to make way for the 
decorators coming in the morning. 
Billy’s security and the legendary Bragg 
collaborator “Wiggy” end up in my 
hotel later, asking for advice on where 
to get a kebab this late in the evening. 


3 May, Shepherds Bush Empire 
Union members everywhere before the 
gig, the pub next door is packed out 
with them. The talk is of the next day’s 
elections, one of the reasons for the 
tour, and already people are gearing up 
for the next battle against the fascists. 
We all know the fight is far from over. 
The gig is fantastic, like a music hall 
sing-along. Back stage, Billy gives me a 
gift, pays for my hotel room and warns 
me of the post-tour comedown, “It’s 
been a ball, but the work goes on”. 
Indeed it does. Tomorrow it’s back to 
Barking & Dagenham. ~<a 


HOOLIGANS 


A - L of Britain’s Football 
Hooligan Gangs 


For almost 40 years football 
hooliganism has blighted the 
national game. Organised gangs 
of marauding young men from 
almost every town and city in the 
country have used football as an 
arena for violence. They have 
rioted, maimed and even killed. 


Combining hard facts with 
occasional touches of black 
humour, Hooligans is the 
definitive account of British 
football hooliganism. From the 
gangs to the leaders, from 
policing to those whose lives were 
ruined by soccer violence, this 
book has it all. 


Hooligans: A-L is 
available to Searchlight 
readers at £15 (inc p&p) 


Hooligans Volume 2 
will be published soon 


HOOLIGANS 


The A-L of Britain's Football Hoo $ 
From the Aberdeen Soccer Casuals to Luton's Mig Squad 


Hooligans, 
volumes 1 & 2 
@ Chart the influence 
fascist groups have had on 
tere) Cer lamer late 4 
@ Describe how multiracial 
er laxeeM colts lim ey-La 4 
Yer ltiae-(atimer live hy 
i Look at how the Miners’ 
Strike brought class politics 
into the football arena. 
This and a whole lot more is 
contained in Hooligans 








BNP and far-right local election results 2006 


Elected councillors are shown in bold. Incorrect results were 
announced in two wards. In Birmingham, Kingstanding ward, 
we show the corrected result as given by the returning officer, 
which will stand once the High Court has ruled. 

In Barking & Dagenham, Eastbury ward, we show the result as 


KEY TO PARTIES: 

EFP = England First Party 
BNP = British National Party 
NF = National Front 


BFB = Britain for the British 
BPP = British People's Party 
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YU Blackburn with Darwen Ewood Nick Holt BNP 491 31.9 203.221 
2 Fernhurst Michael Johnson EP = 858—«43.6 Ss of 
= Higher Croft Natalie Jeal BNP 527 29.6 20f4 1 
= Little Harwood John Raleigh BNP 367 178 40of4 1 
a Livesey with Pleasington John Murphy BNP 527 19.8 DOs 1 
7 Meadowhead Mark Cotterill EFP 858 43.6 1of3 1 
oc Mill Hill Kevin Shaw BNP ASO ee! 204s 1 
we Shadsworth with Whitebirk Sue Grimshaw BNP 589 34.9 Dols = 1 
22) Sunnyhurst Ronald Tate BNP 296 14.0 40f4 1 
= Burnley Brunshaw Anthony Michael Locke BNP 606 186 30f6 2 England 
Gannow Derek Dawson BNP 559 31.7 =10f4 1 First Party 
a. Gawthorpe Scott Atkinson BNP 480 314 2of4 1 councillors 
<8 Hapton with Park David George Thomson BNP 622 344 10f4 #1 Mark 
Rosegrove with Lowerhouse Elaine Kirkby BNP Bo. Os) 2a Cotterill, 
Trinity John Alfred Cave BNP eae a aienier Sy eee left, and 
Whittlefield with Ightenhill David Shapcott BNP yee ss aes 2 Gea ca 
Crewe & Nantwich Alexandra Mark Cross BNP | ae Fs a ae ee 
Maw Green Gareth Evans BNP 246 11.0 Sots? 
Halton (Runcorn & Widnes) _ Birchfield Andrew Anthony Taylor BNP 160 12.3 0h 
Ellesmere Port & Neston Grange Paul Molyneux BNP 166 16.7 S603 
Westminster David Paul Joines BNP 118 74 Sif 93-2 2 
Westminster David Charles Southgate BNP 113 7.1 60f9 2 
Knowsley Whitefield Gary Aronsson BNP 188 14.8 3:0f 3-31 
Liverpool Norris Green John Edgar BNP 417 17.8 20f6 1 
Manchester Fallowfield Joseph Finnon BNP 140 48 50ts= eI 
Miles Platting & Newton Heath Derek Adams BNP 501 16.9 30f6 361 
Oldham Medlock Vale Martin Brierley BNP 557 18.3 30f5 1 
Royton North Anita Corbett BNP 848 25.0 30f4 1 
Royton South Angela Shearer BNP 688 21.0 30f4" 4 
Shaw Alwyn Stott BNP 455 16.0 3of6:; 1 
St James Mike Treacy BNP 526 20.4 30f5 1 
Preston Tulketh Anthony Bamber BNP 280 ea 30f4 61 
Rossendale Irwell Kevin Bryan BNP 369 30.5 ZO0h3.-4 wil 
Pendle Boulsworth Thomas Boocock BNP 463 25.2 30f4 1 
Cloverhill Helen Jane BNP 405 24.6 20f4 1 
Craven John Stonell BNP 459 25.0 20f4 1 
Horsfield Geoffrey Whitehead BNP 454 28.8 20f4 1 
Marsden Brian Parker BNP 417 38.3 1of4 1 
Vivary Bridge Robert Cottage BNP 403 14.0 SIG 2 
Vivary Bridge Trevor Dawson BNP 352 12.2 40f8 2 
Rochdale Healey Donald Stuart Mooney BNP 660 20.6 SOF Die os 
Salford Claremont Edward R J O'Sullivan BNP 424 16.2 30f4 1 
Sefton Norwood Michael McDermott BNP 300 8.9 55.4% | 
St Helens Town Centre Michael Pearcey BNP 308 12.0 Si0t5. Tait 
Stockport Manor Duncan Noel Warner BNP 461 13.9 34) (Sasa | 
Tameside Ashton Waterloo David Jones BNP 755 24.5 30f4 1 
Droylsden East David Gough BNP 619 215 20f4 1 
Droylsden West Paul Hindley BNP 745 24.8 2of3 1 
Hyde Newton Nigel Byrne BNP 761 25.9 2oF Sti 
Longdendale Bev Jones BNP 432 15.6 308 siren 
Wigan Abram Dennis Shambley BNP 421 16.6 30f4 1 
Bryn Kenneth Haslam BNP 457 14.5 Zof ssc 
Leigh South Richard Close BNP 448 140 40f5 1 
Orrell Charles Mather BNP 622 18.3 30f4 1 
Wirral Wallasey John Edwards BNP 282 57 4of5 1 
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Council 
Gateshead 


Hartlepool 
Newcastle 


North Tyneside 


South Tyneside 


Sunderland 














Ward Candidate Party Vote % Position No. of seats 
Bridges Kevin Bell BNP 219 13.9 30f4 1 
Deckham Kevin Scott BNP 332 16.4 SO weal 
Dunstan & Teams Terrence Jopling BNP 242 13.4 BOS iac| 
Felling Keith McFarlane BNP 203 11.7 30f4 1 
High Fell Ronald Fairlamb BNP 174 95 4of5 1 
Lobley Hill & Bensham George Bainbridge BNP 272 10.8 BiOkdo al 
Saltwell Kenneth Hutton BNP 168 8.6 AlGh SD 1 
Windy Nook & Whitehills Michael Cassidy BNP 331 13.6 30f4 1 
Dyke House John Steven Stead BFB 109 12.1 40f4 1 
Benwell & Scotswood Jonathan Robert Keys BNP 516 15.7 30f4 1 
Elswick Kenneth Thomas Booth BNP 437 19.2 Bohan 
Newburn Alan Herbert Patterson BNP 417 14.4 30f4 1 
Walker John Lee Mitchell BNP 310 11.9 30f4 1 
Westgate Daniel Alexander Thorlby BNP 173 11.0 30f4 1 
Wingrove Vivien Ellen Browne BNP 157 6.1 5of5 1 
Battle Hill Gladys Dobinson BNP 352 11.8 B0f3s—e-| 
Camperdown Charles Gordon Steel BNP 405 17.3 SiOtBiee at 
Beacon and Bents James Hill BNP 315 13.3 sicto-7 | 
Biddick and All Saints Charles Schmidt BNP 168 8.8 4of5 1 
Barnes Jason Dent BNP 334 10.1 4of4 1 
Castle lan McDonald BNP 515 21.3 B0f4 1 
Copt Hill Michael Frederick Webb BNP 438 16.2 eV) fe aera 
Doxford Peter Swain BNP 391 15.0 40f4 1 
Fulwell Joseph Dobbie BNP 392 10.3 4of4 1 
Hendon David Edward Guynan BNP 534 21.1 2 Ofoweert 
Hetton John Burton Richardson BNP 544 22.6 2ofseeat 
Houghton Lesley Ann Dathan BNP 376 14.5 40f4 1 
Millfield Christopher Andrew Lathan BNP 258 12.6 4of4 1 
Pallion James William Davison BNP 44] 18.9 3 Ola eennt 
Redhill lan Henderson Leadbitter BNP 687 26.7 20f4 1 
Ryhope William Brown BNP 415 15.9 30f4 1 
Sandhill Joseph Dobbie BNP 373 15.4 4of4 1 
Shiney Row Sharon Leadbitter BNP 379 12.8 4of4 1 
Silksworth Anthony James BNP 433 14.7 40of4 1 
Southwick Alan Brettwood BNP 532 21.1 30f4 1 
St Annes John Boyd BNP 362 16.9 40of4 1 
St Chads Carol Edith Dobbie BNP 250 7.7 3:0f4.<—1 
St Michaels lan Sayers BNP 321 10.1 40f4 1 
St Peters John McCaffrey BNP 402 12.9 40f4 1 
Washington Central Kevin Anthony Lathan BNP 404 14.1 40f4 1 
Washington E Derek James Wright BNP 286 9.9 40of4 1 
Washington N David Laing BNP 299 12.2 40f4 
Washington $ Deborah Ann Boyd BNP 290 11.4 40f4 1 
Washington W Frederick Donkin BNP 292 10.7 4of4 1 


YORKSHIRE AND THE HUMBER 


" 





Council 
Barnsley 


Bradford 


Paul Cromie 








Ward Candidate Party Vote 
Central Dennis Seilly BNP 347 
Darfield Paul Phillip Tibble BNP 332 
Darton West lan Sutton BNP 701 
Dearne South Robert Garrett BNP 491 
Monk Bretton Susan Joy Harris BNP 323 
Old Town Lancer White BNP 299 
Penistone West Kelly Marie Thorpe BNP 399 
Royston Paul Anthony Harris BNP 393 
Stairfoot James Donald Smith BNP 386 
Wombwell David Bailey BNP 396 
Worsborough Malcolm Jennings BNP 395 
Bingley Rural Nicholas Stamp BNP 1,085 
Bowling and Barkerend Sharif Abdel Gawad BNP 630 
Clayton and Fairweather Green —_—Kim Riach BNP 1,106 
Eccleshill Peter Wade BNP 1,142 
Idle and Thackley Leslie Nakonecznyi BNP 904 
Keighley East Rose Thompson BNP 1,084 
Keighley West lan Dawson BNP 1,493 
Queensbury Paul Cromie BNP 1,829 
Royds Lynda Cromie BNP 1,250 
Shipley Jennifer Sampson BNP 747 
Thornton and Allerton Clifford Cockayne BNP 1,354 
Tong Arthur Redfearn BNP 1,012 
Wibsey Andrew Clarke BNP 1,251 


Position 
3 of 5 
3 of 5 
3 of 4 
3 of 4 
3 0f 5 
3 of 4 
40f5 
4of5 
3 of 4 
3 of 4 
3 of 5 


2 of 4 
4of 4 
3 of 4 
2 of 4 
4of6 
3 of 4 
2 of 4 
10f4 
2 of 4 
4of5 
2 0f5 
2 of 4 
2 of 4 


No. of seats 
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Windhill and Wrose 
Worth Valley 
Wyke 





Calderdale 


Harrogate 
Kirklees 





Roger Roberts 
Kingston upon Hull 


Leeds 





Chris Beverley 


Illingworth and Mixenden 
Luddendenfoot 

Northowram and Shelf 
Ovenden 

Ovenden 

Todmorden 

Town 

Warley 


Starbeck 


Almondbury 

Ashbrow 

Batley East 

Batley West 

Birstall and Birkenshaw 
Cleckheaton 

Colne Valley 

Crosland Moor and Netherton 
Dalton 

Denby Dale 

Dewsbury East 
Dewsbury South 
Dewsbury West 

Golcar 

Greenhead 
Heckmondwike 
Holme Valley North 
Holme Valley South 
Kirkburton 

Lindley 

Liversedge and Gomersal 
Mirfield 

Newsome 


Myton 
Newington 
Pickering 
St Andrews 


Ardsley and Robin Hood 
Armley 

Beeston and Holbeck 
Bramley and Stanningley 
Bramley and Stanningley 
Burmantofts and Richmond Hill 
Calverley and Farsley 
Crossgates and Whinmoor 
Farnley and Wortley 
Garforth and Swillington 
Guiseley and Rawdon 
Harewood 

Killingbeck and Seacroft 
Killingbeck and Seacroft 
Kippax and Methley 
Middleton Park 

Morley North 

Morley South 

Otley and Yeadon 

Pudsey 

Rothwell 

Temple Newsam 
Weetwood 

Wetherby 





North East Lincolnshire 


Park 





Rotherham 


Sheffield 


Wakefield 


Hoober 
Keppal 


Beauchief and Greenhill 
Beighton 
Shiregreen & Brightside 
Southey 


Airedale & Ferry Fryston 
Altofts & Whitwood 
Castleford Cen. & Glasshoughton 





Neil Craig BNP 
John Joy BNP 
Robert Manby BNP 
Geoffrey James Wallace BNP 
John Derek Gregory BNP 
Christopher Godridge BNP 
Thomas Lee Bates BNP 
Jane Ann Shooter BNP 
Christian Michael Jackson BNP 
Stuart Brian Gill BNP 
Michael Hall BNP 
Colin Trevor Banner BNP 
Susan Auty BNP 

Christine Thompson BNP 
Jill Exley BNP 
Jonathan Pygott BNP 
John Wilkinson BNP 
Mike Thompson BNP 
Christine Hanson BNP 
Skye Turner BNP 
Andrew Watson BNP 
Nicola King BNP 
Colin Auty BNP 
Robert Ryan BNP 
Frank Atack BNP 
Robert Walker BNP 
Stuart Exley BNP 
Roger Roberts BNP 
Barry Fowler BNP 
Richard Brown BNP 
Russell Scott BNP 
Richard Langford BNP 
Peter Horsfield BNP 
Nick Cass BNP 
Simon Towers BNP 
Terry Symons BNP 
Jonathan Patrick Mainprize BNP 
Edward Scott BNP 
Alan Siddle BNP 
John Darrell Hirst BNP 
Bernard Adrian Allen BNP 
Dean Taylor BNP 
Sandra Cockayne BNP 
Eddy Morrison BPP 

Mark Adrian Collett BNP 
Robert John Leary BNP 
Martin Darren Gibson BNP 
Peter Frank Maverick BNP 
John Powell BNP 
Wayne Patrick Taylor BNP 
Joannna Marie Beverley BNP 
George Geepin BNP 
Richard Thomas Warrington = BNP 
Lisa Michelle Crossley BNP 
Kevin Meeson BNP 
Thomas Henry Redmond BNP 
Christopher James Beverley BNP 
Mark Gates BNP 
Anngela Julie Day BNP 
Tracy Ann Andrews BNP 
Peter Hollings BNP 
Gillian Margaret Leake BNP 
Ralph Nutter BNP 
Stephen Peter Fyfe BNP 
Chris Dannatt BNP 
Marlene Guest BNP 
John Beatson BNP 
Roy James BNP 
Chris Hartigan BNP 
David Wright BNP 
Stephen Rogerson BNP 
Loraine Joanne Frazer BNP 
Rita Robinson BNP 


30f5 
3 0f 4 
2 of 4 


10f5 
3 of 4 
2 of 4 
3 of 8 
40f8 
3 of 4 
20f5 
40f6 


30f5 


3 of 6 
30f5 
30f5 
2 0f5 
3 of 6 
20f5 
3 of 6 
5 of 6 
40f5 
5 of 6 
1of5 
30f5 
3 of 6 
2 of 6 
5of5 
1of5 
4of7 
5of5 
4of5 
4of5 
20f5 
2 of 6 
30f5 


3 of 4 
30f5 
30f5 
3 of 6 


3 of 4 
2 0f5 
30f5 
2 of 6 
6 of 6 
3 of 4 
3 of 4 
30f5 
3 of 6 
3 of 4 
4of6 
3 of 6 
3 of 8 
5 of 8 
3 of 4 
2 of 4 
20f5 
1 of 6 
4of6 
30f5 
3 of 4 
3 of 4 
5 of 6 
4of4 


2 of 4 


2 0f 4 
2 of 4 


4of5 
3 0f 5 
20f5 
2 of 6 
2 of 3 
2 of 4 
2 0f 4 






Geoffrey 
Wallace 
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Crofton, Ryhill & Walton Dean Crossland BNP 868 19.5 B0r4 = ot 
Horbury and South Ossett John Aveyard BNP 581 14.1 4of4 1 
Normanton Adam Frazer BNP 667 21.0 BOS 21 
Ossett Suzy Claire Cass BNP 806 Way 30f4 1 
Stanley and Outwood Glenn Fothergill BNP 777 20.8 30f4 1 
Wakefield East Dawn Byrom BNP 528 15.1 4of5 1 
Wakefield North Graham Gordon Thewlis-Hardy BNP 609 17.4 4of5 1 
Wakefield South Neville Poynton BNP 594 13.2 4of5 1 
Wrenthorpe and Outwood West _—Grant Jak Rowe BNP 728 18.2 Sosa 
WEST MIDLANDS x 
Council Ward Candidate Party Vote % — Position No. of seats 

Birmingham Acocks Green Patrick Collins BNP 927 15.3 S015: 4 
Aston Dennis Gary Phillips BNP 170 2.4 6of7 1 

Bartley Green Philip Rudge BNP 814 SB Aas ofS 1  ] 
Billesley Jeffrey John Cahill BNP 1,034 15.3 oh) Yee y | 
Bordesley Green Michael Jones BNP 390 45 S0f55 =) 
Bournville Malcolm Lee Doughty BNP 776 9.8 4of6 1 
Brandwood Gemma Claire Orton BNP 887 12.7 Ofte 
Edgbaston Peter Lawrie BNP 218 44 Dolo net 
Erdington Elizabeth Jane Wainwright BNP 826 14.2 SOLD teil 
Hall Green Terence Raymond Larkin BNP 656 8.1 40f6 1 
Handsworth Wood Darren Michael Conlan BNP 291 42 Bors A 
Harborne Josephine Caroline Larkin BNP 364 aS) S0fs. 31 
Hodge Hill Denis Henry Adams BNP 1,123 16.5 30f6 = 1 
Kings Norton Malcolm Paul Owen BNP 854 14.7 30f5 1 
Kingstanding Sharon Elizabeth Ebanks BNP 1,329 143°>"- Soft: 5e2 
Ladywood Keith Alan Axon BNP 237 74 Sof. aid 
Longbridge Stephen Heath BNP 1,048 18.3 30fsrait 
Lozells & East Zane Leon Patchell BNP 79 1.1 60f6 1 
Moseley and Kings Heath Keith Ronald Davis BNP 347 46 60f6 1 
Nechells David Glover BNP 404 8.9 4ofs. 1 
Northfield Leslie John Orton BNP 1,243 18.0 Right 
Oscott Gerard Anthony McLaughlin BNP 1,652 24.7 3:0f 5.5 
Perry Barr Alan Chamberlain BNP 1,045 16.0 30fS 21 
Quinton Alan John Meer BNP 681 8.9 30f6 1 
Selly Oak Paul Billingham BNP 328 5.4 DOD ceccl 
Shard End Mark Neary BNP 1,320 25.9 20f6 1 
Sheldon Robert Arthur Devenport BNP 1,132 19.0 Dies at 
Sheldon Paul Morris NF 74 1.2 60f7 1 
Soho Darren John Allen BNP 173 3.0 5 ofo = 
South Yardley Tanya Jane Whitehead BNP 1,001 14.7 30f6 1 
South Yardley lan John Lake NF 125 18 60f6 1 
Sparkbrook Matthew Benton BNP 109 1.2 60f6 = =1 
Springfield Lynette Ann Orton BNP 323 4] BOs 1 
Stechford and Yardley North Robert Purcell BNP 1,112 17.8 10 i ame | 
Stockland Green Richard John Lumby BNP 717 15.4 305° = 1 
Sutton Four Oaks Maureen Ann Davies BNP 679 93 3005. O1 
Sutton New Hall Carl Terence Brisker BNP 851 13.2 30f5 1 
Sutton Trinity Stephen Morris BNP 718 10.9 4of5 1 
Sutton Vesey Norman Ashton BNP 796 11.2 40f5 1 
Tyburn Lee Windridge BNP 897 19.9 BIG foyer al 
. Sharon Washwood Heath Graham Jones BNP 420 47 4of5 1 
Ebanks Weoley Julie Ashton BNP 1,004 16.3 S005. 
Cannock Chase Norton Canes William Ralph Vaughan BNP 550 30.0 30f3 1 
A Coventry Binley & Willenhall Pete Hanbury BNP 727 18.6 30f4 1 
Cheylesmroe Jeanette Boyce BNP 500 11.4 4of5 1 
Foleshill Thomas Paul Jones BNP 163 4.0 4of4 1 
Holbrook Simon Bien BNP 469 132 4of4 1 
Radford Tracey Whitehouse BNP 415 12.6 4of5 1 
Westwood Mark Badrick BNP 473 12.1 SO deol 
Woodlands Julie Allen BNP 653 14.5 40f4 1 
Dudley Castle & Priory Julian Mitchell BNP 890 24.3 Zota 1 
Coseley East Kenneth Griffiths BNP 1,238 34.0 20f4 1 
Gornal Timothy Alden BNP 1,170 25.3 C1) eam | 
St James Dean Major BNP 743 21.2 SOE Seat 1 
Upper Gornal & Woodsetton Kevin Inman BNP 298 7.6 40of4 1 
Redditch Winyates David Enderby BNP 890 314 10f4 #1 
Sandwell Great Barr with Yew Tree Scott Dale BNP 970 25.2 POA Al 
Great Bridge Simon Smith BNP) 278 45 OF 3-1 
Greets Green and Lyng Gordon Howells BNP 793 27.5 Z0f5- 1 
Hateley Heath Sarah Dale BNP 951 30.4 20f4 1 
Simon Smith Langley Robert Cyril Lawrence BNP 876 2: 20f4 1 
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Princes End Russell Green BNP 1,128 43.5 1of3 1 
Tipton Green Steven Anthony Parkes BNP 1,195 33.6 20f3 1 
Tividale Carl Butler BNP 1,191 37.0 10f4 1 
Wednesbury South Sharon Butler BNP 886 27.8 20f4 1 
Shrewsbury & Atcham Harlescot Karl Antony Foulkes BNP 171 11.1 30f4 1 
Sutton & Reabrook Helen Marie Foulkes BNP 95 by 4of4 1 
Solihull Chelmsley Wood George William Morgan BNP 107 —. -33.0.; 5. 0t4o- 1 
Shirley South Charles Shipman BNP 658 16.4 BOL 5.5. ei 4 
Shirley West Victoria Coombes BNP 774 21.1 30151 George William 
Stoke-on-Trent Abbey Green Neil Walker BNP 744 249 10f6 1 Morgan 
Bentilee and Townsend Phillip Sandland BNP 1355 233;3-5 hora: 3 <4 
Blurton Spencer Cartlidge BNP 722 26.7 Dona st 
East Valley Raymond Booth BNP 591 21.6 30f4 1 
Fenton Christopher Dodd BNP 996 36.1 Doers «| 
Longton North Michael Coleman BNP 1,350 39.2 Dos A 
Longton South John Barnett BNP 911 23.9 Dots, => 
Weston & Meir North Anthony Simmonds BNP 945 .32.9 10f4 1 
Walsall Aldridge Central & South Andrew Aspbury BNP 749 17.3 Dots 1 
Aldridge North & Walsall Wood — Michael McCormack BNP 671 18.8 Dol Sieurek 
Bloxwich West John Slavage BNP 719 22.1 ofa | 
Brownhills William Locke BNP 623 20.6 Bf 
Pelsall Lisa DeSouza BNP 708 18.7 BS Ofore. it 
Rushall-Shelfield Julie Ann Locke BNP 815 25.7 Dotan 
Short Heath Malcolm Moore BNP 626 22.1 20f4 1 
Wolverhampton Wednesfield North Dennis Anthony Organ BNP 1,016 25.7 30f4 1 
Worcester Gorse Hill Martin Roberts BNP 331 24.5 7G) ia a 
Nunnery Michael Peat BNP 420 19.2 30f5:) 11 
EAST MIDLANDS , 4 
Council Ward Candidate Party Vote % Position No, of seats 
Amber Valley Heanor & Loscoe Paul Snell BNP 524 31.1 20f4 1 
Heanor West John Edwards BNP 592 31.2 20f4 1 F 
Bassetlaw Everton David John Otter BNP 177 21.7 20f3 G4 


No. of seats 














Council Ward Candidate Party Vote % — Position 
Basildon Billericay West Mike Bateman BNP 438 12.9 30f4 1 
Crouch Geoff McCarthy BNP 310 13.5 2.0f 5) geval 
Fryerns Leonard Heather BNP 727 25.3 20f4 1 
Laindon Park Matt Single BNP 518 19.7 a03ve | 
Lee Chapel North Phillip Howell BNP 560 22.0 30f5 1 
Broxbourne Rosedale Stephen McCall BNP 578 41.6 Pots > a1 
Cheshunt Central lan John Seeby BNP 520 26.4 oss. 1 
Epping Forest Loughton Alderton Rodney Law BNP S1S- 37.6) Lord. <1 
Loughton Broadway Susan Clapp BNP LEY Pie a V2 HOUR (eee | 
Loughton Fairmead Peter Turpin BNP 427 5: TORS. 1 
Loughton Roding Jacqueline Carne BNP 197 12.2 3.015 Sl 
Great Yarmouth Nelson Thomas Frank Holmes NF 345 25.9 J0f3 4 
Southend Kursaal Dean Fenner BNP 391 21.2 30f4 1 
Southchurch Stuart Freeman BNP 489 19.0 2065 21 
St Lukes Geoffry Mark Strobridge BNP 534 22.0 3H) acl | 
Victoria Alan Bowley BNP 366 19.6 30f4 1 
Southend West Shoebury Terence Jellis BNP 360 13.4 30f6 1 
Thurrock Belhus John Cotter BNP 524 30.0 Diol aes 
Chadwell St Mary Dave Strickson BNP 598 24.8 30f4 1 
Grays Riverside Emma Colgate BNP 487 27.8 30f3 1 
Grays Thurrock Bryn Robinson BNP 411 17.5 Jone 
Stanford le Hope & Corringham —_— Christopher Roberts BNP 548 23.5 30f3 1 
Tilbury St Chads Nick Geri BNP 316 27.0 PorAl 
West Thurrock Michael White BNP 592 36.6 2of3 1 





Susan Clapp 


a 


Council 
Barking and Dagenham 


Ward 

Alibon 
Alibon 
Eastbury 
Goresbrook 
Goresbrook 
Mayesbrook 


Candidate 
Robert William Bailey 


Claire Louisa Doncaster 
Geoffrey Richard Steed 
Richard John Barnbrook 


Tracy Anne Lansdown 
Robert John Buckley 


Party 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 
BNP 


% 


Position 
10f7 
2o0f7 

1of 11 
1 of7 
2o0f7 
10f9 


No. of seats 








Bexley 


Bromley 
Croydon 


Greenwich 
Hammersmith & Fulham 
Havering 





Alan Herbert Bailey 
Hillingdon 


Hounslow 

Merton 

Redbridge 

Richmond upon Thames 


Sutton 
Tower Hamlets 


Waltham Forest 


Mayesbrook 
Parsloes 
Parsloes 
Valance 
Valance 
Village 
Village 
Crayford 

East Wickham 
Falconwood and Welling 
North End 


Cray Valley West 
Mottingham & Chislehurst North 


Fieldway 
New Addington 


Eltham West 
Fulham Broadway 


Cranham 
Cranham 
Cranham 

Elm Park 

Elm Park 

Elm Park 
Gooshays 
Hacton 

Hacton 

Harold Wood 
Harold Wood 
Harold Wood 
Heaton 

Hylands 

Hylands 

St Andrews 
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Council Ward Candidate Party Vote % — Position No. of seats 
Fareham Portchester East Roger Knight BNP 389 53 Diohh is 2 
Hastings Hollington David Michael Lovett BNP 199 18.0 JofSie9 1 
Tressell Fay Hughes BNP 155 7.9 7of8 2 
Tressel Nicholas Prince BNP 131 6.7 80f8 2 
Crawley Furnace Green Vernon Charles Atkinson BNP 298 13.8 40of5 1 
Ifield George William Baldwin BNP 447 17.7 30s aut 
Southgate Richard James Trower BNP 263 10.9 4of5 1 
West Green Kevin John Watt BNP 210 15.7 F Olay or 
Hart Hartley Wintney Roger Cryle Robertson BNP 318 19.2 30f3 1 
Rushmoor Fernhill Cheryl Susan Jean Glass BNP 268 18.5 30f3 1 
Grange Janette Mary Pedrick BNP 257 16.9 30f4 1 
Mayfield Warren Glass BNP 243 20.2 30f4 1 
Southampton Bitterne Thomas Darren Smith BNP 466 15.2 40f4 1 
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Council 
Swindon 


Ward 
Gorse Hill & Pinehurst 


Candidate 
Reginald John Bates 


Party 
BNP 


Vote 
319 


% 


16.0 


Position 


3 of 6 


No, of seats 
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International 
roundup 


Jailed for 
mosque 
arson: Ben 
van der 
Kooi 





A FORMER AUSTRIAN MP was 
sentenced in Vienna on 26 April to a 
year’s imprisonment suspended for 
three years for denying Nazi crimes. 
John Gudenus (pictured), 65, an 
editor of the far-right Vienna weekly 
Zur Zeit, gave an interview to Austrian 
state T'V last year in which he said he 
needed proof for the existence of 
Nazi gas chambers and 
demanded that their 
existence should be 
checked “physically 
and scientifically”. 
“7 At the time, he quit 
_ / the right-wing extremist 
Freedom Party (FPO) 
to avoid causing it 
problems. 
Shortly after his TV 
outburst, Gudenus visited 
the former Nazi con- 
centration camp at 
Mauthausen, where he 
made tasteless remarks 
about a picture 
exhibited there by 
saying that the young 











































































































AUSTRIA: Holocaust denier convicted 


BELGIUM: Nazis plague the VB 


THE SINISTER SIDE of the right- 
wing extremist Vlaams Belang (VB) 
has been in evidence in recent weeks, 
showing yet again that this self- 
declared “respectable” party still plays 
host to hardcore nazis. The latest cause 
for embarrassment concerns plans by an 
obscure nazi group, Flemish Youth 
Westland (VJW), to organise a so- 
called music festival on 30 April, the 
anniversary of Hitler's death. 

The festival organiser is Pieter Van 
Damme, a member of the VB’s regional 
council and a VB candidate in 
October’s local elections. Van Damme’s 
gig, which he describes as a “national- 
solidarist event”, was to take place at a 
“secret” location in Lichtervelde, a small 
town near Bruges, with featured bands 
including Gwende, Confront and 
Standrecht. However as soon as his 
plans became known, local mayor Ria 
Beeusaert-Pattyn of the Christian 
Democrat and Flemish Party declared 
she would do everything she could to 
stop the concert, forcing the organisers 
to switch to a new undisclosed location. 

The VJW proclaims itself a 
nationalist youth organisation that 
wants “to protect Flemish identity and 
European civilisation”. Its website, 
though, is a ragbag of old nazi ideas, 


prisoners photographed after the camp's 
liberation “look really quite good” while 
he himself “looks worse”. A few weeks 
later, Gudenus, who is sometimes called 
“Count”, a title abolished in Austria in 
1918, gave an interview to the liberal 
paper Der Standard and claimed “there 
were no gas chambers in the Third 
Reich”. They existed, he declared, only 
in Poland, adding, “That’s what it says in 
the schoolbooks”. This remark 
prompted the public prosecutor to open 
proceedings against the former Austrian 
army colonel who was, at the time, a 
member of the Bundesrat, the federal 
upper house. 

Gudenus, pleading not guilty to 
charges of denying or playing down 
the Holocaust, claimed he took his 
information from a _ textbook for 
14-year-old-pupils. He tried to 
differentiate between the “Third 
Reich”, which, he claimed, lasted only 
until the annexation of Austria in 
March 1938, and the post-1938 Great 
German Reich. The court did not 
accept this hairsplitting. Gudenus’s 
lawyer Farid Rifaat argued that his 





some of them very un-Flemish indeed, 
and there have been claims that it 
was football hooligans from Bruges 
who initially created the organisation. 
The VB’s president, Frank Vanhecke, 
must have overlooked the presence of 
an important VB member on the 
concert’s organising committee as he 
told the press that he failed to see any 
problem as the VJW “has no official 
links with the VB”. 

Meanwhile, a Rotterdam court on 13 
April sentenced Ben van der Kooi to 30 
months in jail for an arson attack on a 
mosque last year. The judge declared 
there was more than enough evidence 
to prove that van der Kooi was 
responsible, including CCTV footage 
of him committing the crime. 

Van der Kooi, a veteran of various 
extremist groups in the Netherlands, 
the nazi Nationale Alliantie in 
particular, claims to have to been a VB 
member until recently although the 
VB’s leadership denies this. Despite his 
public reputation of being a hardcore 
nazi, van der Kooi was allowed to join 
the VB youth section's “summer 
university” in Austria and was invited to 
several other party events afterwards. 

From Wim Haelsterman for AFF- 
Verzet/CAF-Résistances in Brussels 





client’s statements were an expression of 
his “personal insecurity” and spoke also 
about “historical insecurity” but the 
court dismissed this. Public prosecutor 
Karl Schober stated that scientists have 
proved the existence of gas chambers 
and that this kind of “historical 
insecurity” is punishable in Austria. 

The jury found Gudenus guilty of 
denying Nazi crimes. His lawyer and a 
day later the public prosecutor have 
appealed against the sentence. If a 
higher court increases the sentence, 
Gudenus might lose his civil servant’s 
pension as any civil servant (including 
former soldiers and officers) sentenced 
to more than a year in prison loses 
his status. 

In another case, in Klagenfurt, the 
public prosecutor’s office has said, 
scandalously, that it will not charge Dr 
Siegfried Lorber, a former top civil 
servant in the province of Carinthia, 
for stating publicly that the gas 
chamber at the former Mauthausen 
camp was “built for the tourists” after 
the end of the war. 

From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 





BELGIUM: Race murder suspect has far-right links 


A Belgian teenager accused of killing 
two people in a race attack in Antwerp 
in mid-May has been linked to the 
right-wing extremist Vlaams Belang. 
Hans van Themsche, 18, gunned 
down a pregnant black nanny from 
Mali and a two-year-old white girl in 
her care, before being shot and injured 
by police. He had previously shot and 
injured a woman of Turkish descent. 
“He obviously was in search of 
people of foreign origin to shoot them 
down. That’s what he declared 


himself,” a public prosecution spokes- 
woman said. Van Themsche’s father 
helped found the now defunct anti- 
immigration party, Vlaams Blok, and 
his aunt is an MP for its successor, 
Vlaams Belang. His grandfather fought 
for the Nazis on the Eastern Front. 

The Belgian government has strongly 
condemned the shootings, describing 
them as an extreme form of racism. 
Hundreds of people marched in Antwerp 
on 12 May to condemn the attacks. 

Van Themsche’s killing spree began 





when he bought a hunting rifle at an 
Antwerp shop, walked into the city 
centre and shot his first victim in the 
chest as she sat reading a book on a 
bench. Van Themsche, an agricultural 
college student, had reportedly been 
asked to leave his school just days 
earlier for smoking. 

The killings followed an earlier 
attack in nearby Bruges in which a 
black Frenchman was left in a coma 
after being assaulted by a group of 
skinheads. 


GERMANY: Nazis launch regional parliament campaign 


THE NAZI National Democratic 
Party (NPD) launched its election 
campaign in Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania, where unemployment is 
officially 20%, by staging its main May 
Day march in Rostock, the largest city 
in the east German state. 

The city authorities allowed the 
NPD to march through parts of 
the inner city and an Administrative 
Court decision permitted them to 
stop in front of the offices of the 
main German trade union federation. 
This was an opportunity the 2,000 nazis 
took up gratefully to chant and scream 
their hatred of the labour movement. 

To maintain order and clear the path 
for the nazis, 4,000 police and several 
water cannons and armoured vehicles 
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were brought in from all over Germany. 
The police closed large parts of 
Rostock’s inner city to traffic and 
pedestrians, including the main railway 
station, to assure the nazis “freedom of 
expression”. 

Other police activity was directed 
against the 2,500 anti-fascists who 
gathered to oppose the NPD but who 
later decided to join a trade union 
demonstration to avoid being isolated 
politically and physically by the police 
and the mass media. 

Several attempts by the anti-fascists 
to mount blockades failed and the 
police waded in to hit people and make 
arrests. Several thousand people, mainly 
from Rostock, meanwhile took part in a 
“mile of democracy” organised by the 
trade unions and offering music, beer 
and sausages. 

Despite some recent rapprochement 
between the NPD nd _ the 
“independent” nazi leader Christian 
Worch, Worch held his own 
demonstration in Leipzig. Together 
with the former NPD activist Steffen 
Hupka, he organised two march 
columns starting at different locations 
but joining up afterwards in a bid to 
occupy more public space and to split 
any counter-demonstrations. 

This ploy was a complete flop. 
Neither Worch nor Hupka were able to 
lure more than 550 nazis to the city and 
more than 5,000 anti-fascist protesters 
confronted them. The anti-fascists were 
able to halt one of the nazi columns 
before it got under way, while the other 
was stopped in its tracks after a few 
hundred metres. The blockade lasted 
for several hours and forced the nazis to 
leave the city. 

In the Rhine-Neckar area, 400 nazis 
marched through Heppenheim without 
facing any major protest. The same mob 
later went to Ladenburg and Weinheim 
to hold demonstrations there. 


Magdeburg was the scene of a final 
500-strong nazi demonstration as part 
of a campaign started on 1 April in the 
small Thuringian city of Arnstadt by 
several fascist groups. Using the slogan 
“Free people instead of free markets”, 
the campaign aims to exploit the 
widespread uncertainty and fear about 
globalisation and mass unemployment 
and steer people in a racist and 
nationalist direction. Mass unem- 
ployment, cuts in social benefits and 
services and globalisation are now 
major campaign themes in the 
nazis’ attempt to recruit members and 
win votes. 

In last year’s national elections, the 
NPD took more than 10% in some 
districts of Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania. The party hopes its massive 
campaign this year will enable it to 
surmount the 5% hurdle and enter the 
regional parliament in September. After 
its electoral success in Saxony in 
autumn 2004, this would give the party 
a further stronghold in the east of 
Germany and access to even more 
public cash. 

The NPD could succeed. It already 
has a lot of support among voters, and a 
highly motivated cadre of nazi activists 
from both inside and outside the NPD 
has regularly leafleted parts of the 
region for some years. 

Protest votes through which social 
unease and rejection of current policies 
are expressed may not go to the left- 
wing Democratic Socialists, as they 
often do elsewhere, because they are 
part of the state government in 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania. 
Anti-fascists and the established 
parties, as well as the police and the 
NPD itself, expect that nazis will 
win seats in the regional parliament in 
the autumn. 

From Michael Klein for Enough 
is Enough and Antifa-Net in Rostock 
























International 


Nashi members 
mourn Samba Sell, 
shot in the neck by a 
nazi skinhead 


The ultimate risk of 
/ >) being an anti-racist 


From Mina Sodman for Antifa-Net in St Petersburg 


or the past two years Russia has 

witnessed a wave of nazi violence 

on a scale unimaginable to 

most people in Western Europe. 
This violence, which has accelerated 
since November 2005, is aimed mainly 
at foreign students and asylum seekers, 
citizens of the former Soviet republics 
especially ethnic minorities and active 
anti-fascists. 

The Russian authorities however 
classify the nazis, who belong to groups 
with grandiose names such as “White 
Patrol” and “Schultz 88”, as hooligans or 
vandals. This conceals the specific racist 
motivation and _ anti-anti-fascist 
strategy that lies behind the violence. 
Nazi violence in Russia is nothing 


new. Since the collapse of the 
Communist regime, nationalists of 
every stripe have had the wind in their 
sails and openly nazi parties have 
recruited tens of thousands of people 
and organised training in military 
camps for their strong-arm squads. 
Some non-government organisations 
estimate that ultra-nationalist, racist, 
antisemitic and fascist organisations 
have as many as 50,000 members. 

The nazi activity is brazen. In April, 
for example, police in Bryansk broke up 
a nazi march on the anniversary of 
Hitler's birth when drunken skinheads 
waving German flags paraded down a 
main road. Four youths were detained 
and charged with drunkenness and 





minor hooliganism. 

For 12 years Russia’s bloody war in 
Chechnya has opened the way for free 
and open expression of anti-Caucasian 
racism from street level to the highest 
echelons of politics and government. 
Some groups have exploited this 
atmosphere to launch attacks on the 
many Caucasian traders at street 
markets in Moscow and St Petersburg. 
Shops owned by Caucasians have been 
torched with fatal results in Moscow 
and Yekaterinburg. 

It can be difficult to walk alone on the 
streets if one does not have a European 
face because racist intimidation and 
aggression are common and frequently 
lethal. Foreign embassies are now 
advising their citizens to take care, always 
go in a group or even stay at home on 
dates such as 20 April, Hitler's birthday. 

Roma people are often the targets of 
assaults. On 13 April a group of 20 
youths armed with metal bars and 
spades attacked a Roma family and a 
visiting ethnic Russian woman in the 
Volgograd region of Russia while they 
were sitting round a fire and talking. 
A Romani man and the ethnic Russian 
woman were killed; a 14-year-old girl 
and an 80-year-old woman were 
seriously injured. 

Antisemitic attacks on people and 
property have also increased. On 11 
January a man described as a skinhead 
stabbed nine people at a Moscow 
synagogue, seriously injuring four. 

In June 2005 antisemitic slogans and 
swastikas were painted on the walls of a 
synagogue in Vladimir near Moscow. 
The following month there was an 
arson attack on a Jewish centre in Penza 
and the Jewish centre in Taganrog 
was vandalised. Vandals had attacked 
both buildings on previous occasions. 
In March this year, the Jewish centre in 
Penza was vandalised again. 

The sheer extent of the harassment, 
violence and murder prompted the 
human rights organisation Amnesty 
International UK to issue a 35-page 
report titled Russian Federation: Violent 
racism out of control in early May. 
The report states that at least 28 people 
were murdered and 366 assaulted on 
racial grounds in 2005. 

Indeed throughout 2005 one racist 
attack followed another, even if the 
Russian authorities did not treat the 
incidents as such. This was despite the 
conviction in September 2005 of three 
young men for the racist murder of 
Amaru Antoniu Lima, a medical 
student from Guinea-Bissau who was 
stabbed to death in broad daylight in 
Voronezh, a university town 600 km 
south of Moscow, in February 2004. 

In contrast, a trial of five people on 
charges arising from a violent onslaught 
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A month of nazi murder 


6 April: Voronezh Vietnamese 
man beaten to death 


7 April : St Petersburg 
Senegalese student shot dead 


8 April : Moscow girl aged 19 
with Asian features bludgeoned 
to death 

8 April : Moscow region Tajik 
worker thrown from train 


13 April : Volgograd two 
Gypsies beaten to death 


16 April: Moscow 19-year-old 
anti-fascist activist knifed 


22 April :Moscow Tajik builder 
r=] 0) e]=6| 


22 April: Moscow Armenian 
student stabbed 


Source: Sova 





in 2001 by more than 100 skinheads 
against mainly ethnic minority market 
traders in Moscow ended with the 
acquittal of two of the defendants, while 
another two received suspended 
sentences and the fifth was given a mere 
six months in custody. 

The public prosecutor's office 
also excluded a racist motive for the 
killing of a nine-year-old Tajik girl in 
St Petersburg in February 2004 even 
though the attackers screamed racist 
insults before stabbing her 11 times. 
Khursheda Sultanova had been on her 


way home with her father and cousin 





Murdered by nazis: Prof Nikolai Girenko 


and died in her father’s arms. 

The government of Vladimir Putin 
has used chauvinism and patriotism to 
ease the transition towards a post- 
Communist society without worrying 
about the consequences. Now, in a 
reaction to rising extreme-right 
violence, he has established his own 
“anti-fascist movement” called Nashi, 
which he hopes will gather young 
people behind him. 

Determining when the wave of 
targeted nazi violence began is not 
easy, but the brutal murder on 19 June 
2004 of Professor Nikolai Girenko, an 
eminent defender of human rights and 
an expert in the struggle against racism 
and discrimination in Russia, was 
probably the turning point because of 
his official role. 

The identity of the victim made it 
difficult for the Russian authorities to 
drag out the usual explanation of the 
killing being the result of war between 
rival gangs of hooligans. Professor 
Girenko was president of an official 
commission on the rights of minorities 
and had several times tried to warn the 
public of the mounting danger from 
the bands of nazis and skinheads that 
he had spent so much time researching. 

Professor Girenko was shot through 
the front door of his flat as he was 
going to answer the doorbell. So far 
police have found neither the killers nor 
the weapon, a shotgun of Second World 
War vintage. 

The killing took place just days after 
the release of a nazi arrested for wrecking 
the premises of the human rights and 
anti-fascist association Memorial and 
beating and tying up its president. Soon 
afterwards the head of an NGO based in 
Memorial’s offices started receiving 
death threats and nightly threatening 
phone calls and a swastika was painted 
on her apartment door. Incredibly, a 
man purportedly belonging to the FSB 
(the new name of the KGB secret police) 
was arrested inside the prison where one 
of the attackers — a neo-pagan — was 
being held. The reason for his arrest was 
that he was trying to give the prisoner a 
list of names of people who might 
provide him with a false alibi. 

Russian anti-fascists are very divided 
and isolated and consist of a few grass 
roots activists, human rights 
campaigners, activists belonging to 
parties that are politically and 
economically liberal, _ traditional 
anarchists and a radical alternative 
social, cultural and music movement 
which is mistrusted by all the political 
forces. This radical alternative scene, 
which has no_ hesitation about 
confronting nazis in the street, at least 
organises a militant anti-fascist 


response, sometimes successfully, by B= 


working together with experienced 
activists whose focal point is research 
and analysis. 


Targeted violence 

Violence specifically aimed at anti- 
racist and anti-fascist activists 
accelerated towards the end of 2005, 
concentrated on Moscow, St Petersburg 
and Voronezh. 

It started on 13 November 2005 when 
Timur Kacharava. a young militant 
punk musician in St Petersburg, was 
stabbed through the throat in front of a 








Stabbed to death: Sasha Ryuhin 


bookshop by a dozen nazis who knew 
his face and his name. He died in front 
of his friend Maxim Zgibay who was 
seriously injured. 

The two musicians, who had just 
taken part in an event organised by the 
group Food not Bombs, belonged to 
the radical anti-fascist scene in 
St Petersburg and had been threatened 
by nazis a month previously. 
Kacharava, 20, was dead before the 
ambulance arrived, leaving Zgibay as 
the sole witness. Police invited him to 
take part in an open identity parade of 
arrested skinheads, which in the 
absence of witness protection in Russia, 
amounts almost to a death sentence. 
Kacharava’s killers have been arrested, 
except for the leader of the gang who, 
although his name is well known to the 
police, has gone into hiding. 

The next calculated murder of an 
anti-racist was on 7 April this year 
when Lamsar Samba Sell, a Senegalese 
student, was shot in the neck by a nazi 
skinhead. Samba was actively involved 
in an NGO called African Unity and 
had helped organise intercultural 
festivals with Nashi. On his way home 
after attending an _ intercultural 
friendship evening at a discotheque, he 
and other African students were 
ambushed by a nazi gunman who had 
hidden in a doorway. When the nazi 
ran out into the street and screamed 


slogans, the students panicked and ran. 
A shot rang out and a man seen firing it 
escaped after throwing away a gun 
engraved with a swastika. 

The police are still investigating but 
the prosecutor has declared the crime a 
murder of racial character which should 
be given priority. The reason for this 
urgency, compared with Kacharava’s case, 
is that Sell’s murder gained widespread 
international media coverage. 

None of this has deterred the nazis 
who, on 16 April, added another 
murder to their grim tally when a group 
of six skinheads in Moscow stabbed to 
death a 19-year-old anti-fascist punk 
musician who was on his way to a 
concert with a friend. Alexander 
(Sasha) Ryuhin was stabbed through 
the heart and in the neck. His nazi 
attackers wore rubber gloves to avoid 
leaving fingerprints. The police said 
they found anti-fascist stickers in 
Ryuhin’s pockets and his friends are 
convinced that his murder was 
planned. Information on the 
police investigation is 
limited but the fact is that 
the situation in Russia 
for anti-fascists is 
worsening every day. 

The targeted murders of 
Girenko, Kacharava, Sell | 
and Ryuhin taken 
together with the 


The Movement against Illegal 
Immigration - a fascist growth area 















he Movement against Illegal 
Immigration (DPNI), Russia’s 
fastest growing urban racist 


organisation, was founded in July 2002 
after conflicts between citizens and 
immigrants in the suburbs of Moscow. 
In one such incident, in Krasnoarmeisk, a 
mob even launched an anti-Armenian 
pogrom in the aftermath of a pub row 
between a Russian and an Armenian. 
The organisation only gained media 
prominence following nationalist 
marches in Moscow and St Petersburg on 
4 November 2005. In an interview, 
Jaroslav Tamanstev, one of the DPNI’s 
leaders, claimed that the initiative for the 
demonstrations came from the youth 
organisation Nashi (Ours), which plays 
the role of “official anti-fascists” and is 
sponsored by the Kremlin, and from the 
right-wing Eurasian Union, which holds 
strong anti-American views. This unholy 
alliance apparently got permission from 


Mara Vladimirova for Antifa-Net in Moscow explains 


the Moscow city authorities and even a 
financial handout from the Kremlin. 

Tamanstev went on to say that the 
DPNI simply used the occasion to grab 
some publicity but was not able to display 
its real slogans “Russia for Russians!” and 
“Chechens, go home! The war is finished”. 
This was untrue. A correspondent from 
the anti-fascist SOVA research centre 
photographed the DPNI contingent with 
precisely the slogan “Russia for Russians”. 
Tamanstev also declared that his odious 
outfit spent US$5,000 (42,700) for a PA 
system, banners, uniform etc but added 
that this money did not come from the 
Kremlin but from private donations. 

The DPNI has a group of leaders, the 
best known of whom is Alexander Belov. 
They claim the DPNI exists in 30 Russian 
cities with offshoots in other countries 
including Ukraine, the USA and 
Australia. They also claim to have contacts 
with similar organisations abroad. 


In Russia, the movement has actively 
developed contacts not only with 
parliamentary parties such as Rodina 
(Motherland) and Vladimir Zhirinovski’s 
Liberal Democratic Party of Russia, but 
also with Sergei Baburin’s Narodnaya Volya 
(People’s Will). Although the DPNI’s 
leaders have been unable to establish much 
dialogue with Eduard Limonov’s National 
Bolshevik Party (NBP), some NBP 
members and supporters have switched 
loyalty to the DPNI. The virulently 
antisemitic organisation Pamyat (Memory) 
always participates in DPNI events, 
together with several other national- 
patriotic organisations. 

After its success on 4 November, the 
DPNI stepped into the media limelight 
when Belov gave 50,000 roubles (41,000) 
to a young Russian woman, Alexandra 
Ivannikova, as a “reward” for the 
accidental killing of an Armenian taxi 
driver in Moscow. Ivannikova had been 
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frequent racist crimes 
against African 
students, immi- 
grants, Roma and 
other minorities 
show that the nazis 
have identified anti- 
fascist and anti-racist 


Stabbed by nazis: 
Timur Kacharava 


activists as enemies to be got rid of by all 
means including murder. 

Faced with this threat, activists who 
live in St Petersburg, Moscow, 
Voronezh and anywhere else in Russia 
have to be able to count on their anti- 
fascist and anti-racist comrades 
throughout Europe to support them 
and to spread information about what is 
going on in Russia. 


Nashi: Putin’s “anti-fascist 
youth” 

Nashi, which was originally called 
“Those who march together”, is more 
or less a reincarnation 


——s of the Young 
aN mm) Communist League 
: : established by 


President Putin to 
rally young Russians. 
The organisation’s name, which 
means “ours”, is intended to evoke a kind 
of exclusive identity and suggest that 
involvement in it is very progressive. 
Nashi proclaims itself anti-fascist in 
line with the tasks Putin set out for it. 
The first was to fight Edouard 
Limonov’s National Bolshevik Party 
which Putin had declared an enemy of 
his regime. Nashi has also from time to 
time taken up the fight against drugs, 
especially among school students, 
which it can do because of its official 
character and its links with Putin's 


government. These connections open 
all doors to Nashi and enable it to 
obtain funds even in war-torn 
Chechnya where Nashi has splendid 
premises in Grozny. 

Despite its adoption of an anti- 
fascist guise, Nashi’s members do not 
think twice about protesting against 
human rights activists opposed to the 
actions of Putin’s government in 
Chechnya. In February, during the 
trial of a man who published an 
appeal against the war in Chechnya, 
Nashi was mobilised to express the 
regime’s disapproval of such activities. 
Incredibly, the anti-war activist was 
convicted for inciting racial hatred 
and given a two-year suspended 
sentence. 

After Sell’s murder Nashi called for a 
gathering in his memory. This provoked 
a discussion among anti-fascists in 
St Petersburg about whether to take 
part in view of Nashi’s support for 
the anti-war campaigner’s conviction. 
In the end, about 2,000 members of 
Nashi, aged 18 to 19, attended but there 
was little real emotion despite all the 
candles, flowers, Nashi T-shirts and 
the black and white anoraks worn 
for the occasion. Nashi’s slogan was 
“Putin help us”, a slogan that presents 
Putin as a kind of long-awaited saviour 
... a typical characteristic of all cults of 
the personality. ~= 


= accused of murder but was released after a Russian Federation who supposedly “rob 
= judge concluded that she had acted in and oppress Russians” and other 
self-defence against a man who intended indigenous Russians. In particular, they 
to rape her. target Chechens and some _ other 
The DPNI generally comes out of the minorities from the north Caucasus, part 
+ woodwork after criminal cases or in of the Russian Federation. 
4 property disputes and tries to putissuesin  Tajiks and Chinese are also unwelcome 
an ethnic light even when there are no in the upside-down world of the DPNI. 
, such grounds. An example was its There are many Tajiks in Moscow 
~ treatment of the tragic murder of because of a city council agreement with 
Kursheda Sultanova, a nine-year-old the government of Tajikistan inviting 
= Tajik girl, in St Petersburg. The DPNI  Tajiks to work in the capital on very low 
~  fantasised that the child was killed by pay as cleaners. Their presence gives the 
: “teenagers whose parents were in the DPNI a constant focal point for its 
{police and who were paid off by the Tajik propaganda, with warnings that “Tajiks 
» mafia” with whom Kursheda’s father had are, first of all, drug dealers”. 
4 supposedly argued. The brutal murder of | The movement’s programme is clearly 
_ the anti-fascist musician Timur influenced by the anti-immigration 
_ Kacharava in St Petersburg last politics of Western racist and right-wing 
» November was likewise fictitiously populist parties. The DPNI calls for the 
explained away as the result of a feud opening of remand centres for 
_ between alcohol-fuelled youth gangs. immigrants, repatriation, job quotas and 
In its programme, the DPNI urges the the seizure of property belonging to 
} creation of militant vigilante-style groups _ illegal immigrants. 
« to help the police in their crackdowns on — The fact that there are problems with 
i illegal immigrants. But whom do they call uncontrolled migration from poor Asian 


illegal immigrants? Literally, illegal 
immigrants are those who came to a 
country from other countries without 
legal permission but the DPNI racists 
also include recognised citizens of the 


countries to Russia, and the state is not very 
good at establishing humane policies to deal 
with them, makes it easy for the lying 
propaganda of the DPNI and other 
nationalist parties to get into people’s minds. 


In the long-term economic crisis that 
has replaced Soviet “stability”, factory 
workers and people working in the state 
service sector have found themselves out 
of a job or very low paid in comparison 
with their previous earnings and status, 
and have no chance of starting their own 
businesses. These sections of the 
population, hardest hit by social change, 
look on jealously at some of those who 
have came to Moscow or St Petersburg 
from distant provinces (and worse “from 
the mountains”) who have worked hard to 
set up their own enterprises and prosper 
without the benefit of higher education. 

Belov claims that Russia loses the $3.5 
billion a year that is paid to immigrants 
and which supposedly leaves the country. 
He has never divulged the source of his 
statistics and no one knows it. As well as 
using plainly invented “facts and figures” 
the DPNI and other anti-immigrant 
organisations work overtime to cast 
immigrants in a criminal light. 

Their arguments do not stand up to 
economic and social realities. Even the 
Putin government has published well 
researched statistics indicating that 
Russia will need more immigrants, at 
least until 2008, mostly for the heavy and 
dirty jobs that Russians reject. 









The ultimate 
risk of being 
an anti-racist 


Gennadij, a Moscow anti- 
fascist activist, talks to 
Katya Samochvalova for 
Antifa-Net in Moscow 


Katya /s there grassroots opposition to 
the nazis? 

Gennadij We can only really talk 
about an anti-fascist movement with 
reference to the past five years. 
Although the first attempts at militant 
resistance against fascists in the 
streets go back to 1993, when several 
fights between anti-fascists and 
members of the nazi Russian National 
Union (RNE) took place, these events 
were localised and without real 
consequence. Between 1996-2001, it 
was even dangerous to demonstrate 
one’s anti-fascism openly. One of the 
first groups of anti-fascist skinheads, 
at the end of the 1990s, was totally 
destroyed by the fascists who badly 
injured nearly all its members. 


Katya What happened then? 
Gennadij Since 2001 a movement of 
anti-fascists ready to fight has slowly 
begun to develop. Partly it came 
together with a decrease in fascist 
skinhead activity as the fashion of 
this youth subculture changed 
somewhat. And partly it was because 
some of the most active nazi 
skinheads were jailed after the 
market pogroms in 2000-01 and a 
skinhead hooligan riot in the centre 
of Moscow in June 2002. 

Around that time appeared the 
first militant groups of anti-fascists 
to resist the nazis and combat them 
in the streets, at concerts, in 
the universities and other places 
where young people like to gather. 
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French anti-fascists protest at nazi murders in Russia 





These groups mainly involved people 
aged between 18 and 23 who were 
close to leftists and anarchists, 
skinheads, punks, football fans and 
others, in fact all those who would not 
accept nazi domination of youth 
subculture in the post-Soviet era. 


Katya Who do these groups work with? 
Gennadij It should be especially 
noted that the “street antifa 
movement” doesn’t have the 
support of legal structures such as 
research or juridical centres or anti- 
fascist archives and journals etc. 
Those few centres which do 
monitor extreme-right activity such 
as the SOVA-Centre or which 
publish anti-fascist articles such as 
Antifascistsky Motive (Anti-fascist 
Motive, formerly Tum-balalaika) 
belong to the liberal political 
spectrum and are distant from 
radical leftist ideas and those who 
present such ideas. 


Katya Do you do research, have 
archives etc? 

Gennadij The street  antifa 
movement is not yet ready to create 
such structures. The main policy is 
to attack the fascists and it is 
showing results. We are winning 
recruits. In Moscow, the movement 
consists already of several hundred 
fighters (250-350 people) and active 
groups of militant anti-fascists exist 
in St Petersburg, Kirov, Volzhsky and 
some other places. 


Katya So what is the aim of the 
movement? 

Gennadij To deflect the attention of 
the fascists from hunting immigrants 
from the Caucasus, Asia and Africa to 
fighting us. We want to confront them 
as their main enemy. Our aim is to turn 
their violence away from immigrants 
who can’t defend themselves. 
But unfortunately this is not the reality. 
The number of attacks by fascists on 
Caucasians, Gypsies, people from Asia 
and Africa hasn't fallen. 


Katya What can anti-fascists in other 
countries do to help? 

Gennadij It's quite important for 
Russian antifas that the information 
blockade around them is broken 
internationally. After the nazi murder 
of Timur Kacharava, a 20-year-old anti- 
fascist, anarchist and musician, in 
St Petersburg, several mainstream 
media published articles acknowledg- 
ing that there is opposition to the 
nazis. Also the third biggest television 
channel NTV broadcast material about 
the confrontation between fascists 
and anti-fascists. 

It is still not clear whether anti- 
fascists will be able to use the growing 
interest in their activity among young 
people, broaden the movement 
geographically, recruit new people and 
take the campaign to a new level. 
Nevertheless, we can definitely say that 
there has been a slow but constant 
growth of the activist anti-fascist 
movement in Russia since 2001. ~ 












} 
; 


— 


Blackburn & Darwen 
United Against Racism 
PO Box 632, Blackburn 
BB4 4WT 


Bolton Against Racism 

c/o 16 Wood Street, Bolton. BL1 1DY 
http://mywebpage.netscape.com/baraci 
sm/index.html 

_baracism@netscape.net 








Burnley Against Fascism 
PO Box 358, Burnley, 
BB11 2WA 


Bury Against Racism/ 
United Against Fascism 
karen.evans@virgin.net 
Tel: 07974 400183 


Hyndburn Against Racism 
labyaielelel@am-ler-liatie clean @lcan-li marie 








Merseyside Coalition 
Against Racism and Fascism 
c/o TGWU, 143 Sefton Street 
Liverpool L8 5SN 


Oldham United Against Racism 
fa fo@) Tol ar-l nay -\WVa Mal ala gh 

Archway House, Bridge Street, 
Oldham OL1 1ED 


Pendle UAF 
PO Box 2027 
Colne, Lancs BB8 OXA 


Ribble Valley Against Racism 
Tel: 0798 095 9054 
WA AWARVI Rel ce UL 


Rochdale United Against Fascism 


Wigan & Leigh United 
Against Racism 

65 Hunter Road 

Marsh Green, Wigan WN5 OPX 
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Bradford Anti-Fascist Committee 
Bradford TUC-AFC 

c/o 17-21 Chapel St, 

Bradford BD1 5DT 
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Calderdale Communities Against 
Racism and Calderdale Unity 

(oo 11s) @fiavela) ale) @llace]a) sior-(e) 
Brighouse, HD6 1SL 
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Keighley Together 
keighleytogether@yahoo.co.uk 


To get your group's details included on this list in future editions of the magazine 


Kirklees Unity 

PO Box 310, Huddersfield HD1 3YU 
Tel: 0787 5588850 
kirkleesunity@yahoo.co.uk 


Leeds Unity 

c/o Leeds NUT, West Park Centre, 
Spen Lane, Leeds, LS16 5BG 

irre Riu ralis7@uslerialserlinee)an) 


Sheffield Campaign Against 
Racism and Fascism 

c/o Sheffield TUC, 

Trades & Labour Club, Talbot Street, 
Sheffield $2 2TG 


Wakefield & Five Towns United 
Against Racism 
PO Box 462, Wakefield WF2 7WW 


York Unite Against Fascism 
Welt erli@)alelannt-liRaOne] 











Broxbourne Against 
PO Box 13679, London N1 1AA 
contact@broxar.org.uk 


South East Essex Coalition 
Against Racism 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 






Communities Against Racism in 
Derbyshire (CARD) 

c/o Derbyshire Unemployed 
Workers Centre, 54 Saltergate, 
Chesterfield S40 1JR 


Northamptonshire 

Unite Against Racism 

c/o NREC, Victoria Centre, Palk Road, 
Wellingborough NN8 1HT 
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Dudley Unite Against Fascism 
PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
dudley@blackcountryunity.net 


Sandwell UAF 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG 
Tel: 07712 683023 
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Wolverhampton, Bilston 
& District TUC 

PO Box 2917, 
Wolverhampton WV2 2YA 










info@wolvestuc.org.uk 


EVE US 

PO Box 9302, Smethwick B67 6JG - 
Tel: 07712 683023 
walsall@blackcountryunity.net 


North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism & Fascism 

PO Box 1960, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 1WF 
NorSCARF@burslem.demon.co.uk 




















Barking & Dagenham and Havering 
Together 
The Labour Hall, Tenterden Road 
Dagenham RM8 1QA 

Tel: 07759 660230 


Enfield UAF 
07812 179856 enfielduaf@coolift.com 
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Redbridge and Epping Together 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
Tel: 07759 660230 








Gateshead Against the Nazis 
6 Ellison Street, Gateshead NE8 1AY 
Tel: 0191-477-6638 
unison@unisonfree.net 


Sunderland Coalition 

Against Racism and Fascism 

c/o Unison City of Sunderland Branch 
Grange Lodge, Grange Crescent 
Sunderland SR2 7BN 
team@unison-sc.ace.co.uk 


Tees Valley Unites Against Racism 
c/o GMB, Cleveland House, 
VA i oxeoye| Flare (msxey-[e| 
Middlesbrough TS1 3BH 


Tyne & Wear Anti-Fascist Association 
c/o Unison, Room 145, Civic Centre 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 8QH 
0191 272 1211 

twafa@twafa.org.uk 






















ct Searchlight 


International 





Mussolini repositions herself after 
election setback 


By Alfio Bernabei 


FOLLOWING ITS DISASTROUS results at 
the general election in April, the 
fascist cartel Alternativa Sociale 
led by Alessandra Mussolini has 
disintegrated. It got less than 1% of the 
vote and failed to send an MP into the 
lower chamber or elect a member of 
the Senate. Licking her wounds, 
Mussolini quickly dumped Roberto 
Fiore, leader of Forza Nuova, and 
Adriano Tilgher, leader of Fronte 
Sociale Nazionale, with whom she 
formed Alternativa Sociale two years 
ago. She now leads Azione Sociale on 
her own and is returning a step closer 
to Gianfranco Fini’s Alleanza Nazionale. 
Acting selfishly, according to Tilgher, 
she repositioned herself politically 
ahead of local elections on the 
weekend of 28-29 May in 1,269 
municipalities, including Milan, Turin, 
Rome and Naples, and eight provincial 
administrations. In Rome, Mussolini 
decided to lend her support to Fini’s 
candidate for mayor, Gianni Alemanno. 

The results of these local elections 
will be analysed in the next issue of 
Searchlight and will provide a further 
indication as to whether the far right 
with its 500,000 odd electors is on the 
retreat, or whether the poor April 
results were indeed due to the tension 
that marked the political campaign, as 
Mussolini insisted. She suggested that 
the extreme pressure created by the 
two opposite coalitions running neck 
and neck, the leftwing Unione Prodi 
on the one side and the rightwing 
House of Liberties on the other, 
pushed thousands of fascists to vote 
directly for Silvio Berlusconi's party to 
ensure a victory. Not a very convincing 
explanation. Berlusconi had made an 
electoral pact with Mussolini to ensure 
that the Alternativa Sociale votes 
would be added to those of his House 
of Liberties. 

More plausibly perhaps, given that 
the Alternativa Sociale manifesto had 
been drafted to make it sound virtually 
indistinguishable from that of House of 
Liberties, a substantial number of fascist 
electors may have decided to take a 
short cut to the real thing, bypassing 
Mussolini as a useless distraction. 
Why vote for Mussolini when Berlusconi 


was using language even more blunt 
than that of the fascists? In the last 
stages of the campaign he adopted one 
of Alternativa Sociale’s main themes: 
the struggle against “the Chinese 
invasion’, i.e. the protection of Italian 
traders from cheap Chinese imports. 
He told a TV audience in_ his 
typical shorthand diplomacy that the 
Chinese “boil children”. “We were 
not as good in selling our message,’ 
commented Mussolini. 

Fiore and Tilgher, as well as Luca 
Romagnoli, whose fascist party 
Fiamma Tricolore also fared badly at 
the ballot box, called for an immediate 
reassessment of the far right’s political 
strategy. Fiore presided over a special 
meeting of the grandly named “Ufficio 
Politico Nazionale’ or National 
Executive of FN. He said: “Having taken 
into account the electoral results and 
the current political situation that sees 
for the first time in Italy a government 
influenced by subversive forces and 
zapateristi [the Spanish Government 
lead by Zapatero is seen by the far right 
as an evil influence on Italy] we have 
decided to strengthen the executive by 
delegating more power to the sectors 
of finance, culture and education, and 
public relations”. He continued: “We 
have also decided to increase our 
public activities in order to give Italians 
the certainty that Forza Nuova will be 
ready to defend the family, national 
identity and the national economy”. 

As part of this visibility drive there 
will be more use of public spaces, the 
streets and the piazzas. Ignoring the 
fact that the electorate has trounced 
them, the fascists think they can 
provide a reassuring presence among a 
population that is so deeply politically 
divided. “We have prevented Romano 
Prodi [the new Prime Minister] from 
achieving a clear victory,’ claimed Fiore 
“the uncertain political situation that 
has come about is giving us great 
possibilities of moving ahead”. 

Forza Nuova and Fronte Sociale 
Nazionale have joined forces for the 
local elections and are focussing 
on their key points: blocking 
immigration, protection of the family, 
strengthening of Christian values, a 


halt to Chinese imports, no to same- 
sex unions, repeal of laws that forbid 
fascist propaganda, creation of a 
fascist trade union. A huge list of 
flyers available through the Forza 
Nuova website give the full picture. 
They urge “against Roma temporary 
dwellings’, “against the pill’, “against 
Turkey in Europe’, against “zingari” 
(a disparaging name for Roma 
people), “against giving the vote to 
non-members of the European union” 
(non whites). The list embraces various 
other subjects: “against unenriched 
uranium’, “against the CIA’, “against 
usury"against homosexuals” and so 
on. This continuous distribution of 
propaganda which must cost a 
fortune — and, yes, where does all the 
money come from? - takes place 
regularly up and down the country 
where Forza Nuova sets up its stalls. 

It is too early to expect any curbs on 
fascist activities from the Prodi 
government. But there will certainly be 
an increase in public militancy 
by fascists and racists so that they 
can claim to suffer “victimisation”. There 
are already some signs of this. “We are 
beginning to notice hostility from the 
new system,’ writes a commentator on 
one of the fascist websites. “This is nota 
call to arms,’ he adds, “but we have to 
devise a better strategy to translate our 
energies and resources into practical 
public militancy”. 

Last month a set of serious incidents 
in Milan provided an indication of 
potential violent confrontations on the 
horizon. Antifascists attacked some 
Forza Nuova youths who were said to 
have painted nazi graffiti on walls and 
threatened leftwing students with 
knives. One person was taken to 
hospital with a head wound. Fiore 
rushed to the scene: “The new leftwing 
government not only promises to 
bring about gay partnerships and 
saddle us with more immigrants,’ he 
said, “it will also attempt to eliminate 
militant opposition. Forza Nuova will 
not be intimidated.” He offered his 
warmest congratulations to Nick 
Griffin, leader of the BNP, for his 
“victory” at last month’s local elections 
in England. << 
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June 1976 


Editorial 


The last few weeks have witnessed one of 
the worst outbreaks of violence in Britain 
in living memory. Two Asian youths have 
been stabbed to death in Woodford; an 
Indian youth has been murdered in the 
same way in the heart of Britain's largest 
black community - Southall; in Oldham 
and the East End of London Bengali 
citizens have been persistently harassed 
and intimidated and reports are coming in 
daily of similar incidents in communities 
throughout Britain. 

At the same time racist candidates in 
local elections have been achieving 
markedly improved results. In Blackburn 
ten National Front and National Party 
candidates stood in the May 6th elections 
and the lowest percentage vote achieved 
by the racists was 24.35%, the highest 
56.92%. Two National Party candidates 
have been elected and the election results 
show that voters are not interested in the 
semantic differences between the NF and 
the National Party. When they vote for a 
racist candidate it is on a strict anti-black 
basis pure and simple. Meanwhile in 
factories and workplaces all over Britain 
petitions are circulating in defence of the 
self-confessed Nazi Robert Relf. 
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Racists ambush taxi drivers 


June 1986 


Against the background of rapidly 
escalating racial violence in Yorkshire 
described in last month’s Searchlight, 
Asian taxi drivers in Bradford, Sheffield 
and Huddersfield have been ambushed 
and assaulted by gangs of racists. 

On Saturday, 12 April, at about 11.00 in 
the evening, six taxis were called out to 
the ‘Sports’ pub in Allerton, Bradford. 
About 30 white men were waiting for 
them, armed with cricket bats, chair legs 
and sticks. The cars were smashed and 
drivers beaten. Two of the drivers lost 
consciousness and required intensive care 
in hospital. 

The following Saturday, four further 
attacks took place. One taxi driver suffered 
a six inch cut on his face and another had 
to have 13 stitches in his head. 

The taxi drivers are clearly an easy 
target for the racist attackers. They work 
alone and have to travel to wherever they 
are asked. The drivers are only too aware 
that one of their number, Mohammed 
Arif, was stabbed to death in November 
1981, by a known fascist who was later 
sentenced to life imprisonment for 
murder. 
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June 1996 


Editorial 


Within the next few days tens of 
thousands of football fans from across 
Europe will be coming to England for the 
start of Euro ‘96. Unfortunately the spectre 
of football hooliganism threatens to 
overshadow the event. 

Over the past few years Searchlight has 
been the first to expose the attempts by 
Combat 18 to recruit and direct football 
hooligans. But this time we believe that 
C18 is not the principal threat to order. 
While this could change rapidly, this is 
the present situation and Searchlight 
believes that the media need to take 
more responsibility in their reporting. For 
some it is simply a matter of confusing 
fascist activity by a minority around 
hooliganism with the general 
xenophobic nationalism that surrounds 
many followers of the national team. For 
others it has become easier to blame an 
identifiable group such as C18 for any 
trouble, rather than addressing the 
almost endemic problems of the 


nationalism that has become associated 
with English hooliganism, and the large 
numbers of young men who use football 
as an excuse to fight. 
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unions involved holding their banners. 
The early frivolity of the tour subsides 
as Dan and I meet families still coming 
to terms with continuing injustices in 
work places that have taken their loved 
ones from them. Billy wraps up all the 
speeches with an 
a cappella version 
onnwasesongy alid™ 
never heard before. 
His voice is so loud 


Johnny Clash has 
’ a go on Bragg's 
and clear that it feels N guiter 
like the whole of % 4 
Manchester has stopped 
to listen to him. 
Bridgewater Hall is ¥ 
another sitting venue, but it 
rocks none the less. Just as | 
I thought Mushi was going 
soft she goes into near 
meltdown about the T-shirt J 
and merchandising tax ¢ 
the venue imposes on 
performers. “Do I take a §f 
cut of their beer takings?” 
she demands incredulously. 
Dan gets his photo taken 
with the Man City manager 
and footballing legend Stuart 








The Guitar says 
sorry: Alter-ego 
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Biel) Cruddas, MP for Dagenham, presents Billy Bragg 
with the shirt he thought had been sold Gn eBay 


Pearce. I spend the night with the BBC 
and members of the local Unison 
branch singing karaoke in the Press 
Club with the cast of Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang who are also in Manchester. 


29 April, Gateshead Sage 

Dan sulks because I may have 
accidentally deleted the photograph of 
Stuart Pearce. Billy’s legendary security 
staff, Brent and Dave, do a strange sort of 
chorus girl dance by the side of the stage 
which I end up doing with them too. 
Mushi gives me a beer from the rider and 
comments, “No wonder you're divorced”. 


1 May, Barking Broadway 
Dagenham MP Jon Cruddas stands 
nervously by the side of the stage. He’s 
got to come on stage and present Billy 
_. with a signed West Ham 
22% shirt that Show Racism the 
Red Card arranged for 
Searchlight before the tour started. 
Since they made the Cup Final, the 
value of the shirt has increased 
dramatically and Jon is worried I’ve put 
it on eBay. Jon made the presentation 
between Billy’s two encores and Billy’s 
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response gave me my most embarrassing 
moment of the tour when he said “I bet 
that Matthew Collins from Searchlight 
is responsible for this”. 

The show rocks as it should do for a 
local boy but Billy has to go home to his 
Mum’s afterwards and move some 
furniture to make way for the 
decorators coming in the morning. 
Billy’s security and the legendary Bragg 
collaborator “Wiggy” end up in my 
hotel later, asking for advice on where 
to get a kebab this late in the evening. 


3 May, Shepherds Bush Empire 
Union members everywhere before the 
gig, the pub next door is packed out 
with them. The talk is of the next day’s 
elections, one of the reasons for the 
tour, and already people are gearing up 
for the next battle against the fascists. 
We all know the fight is far from over. 
The gig is fantastic, like a music hall 
sing-along. Back stage, Billy gives me a 
gift, pays for my hotel room and warns 
me of the post-tour comedown, “It’s 
been a ball, but the work goes on’. 
Indeed it does. Tomorrow it’s back to 
Barking & Dagenham. ~<_ 





